
Daniels, Dayna B. “You Throw Like a Girl: Sport and Misogyny on the Silver Screen.” Film & 

History: An Interdisciplinary Journal of Film and Television Studies, vol. 35, no. 1, 2005, 

pp. 29-38. ProjectMUSE, doi:10.1353/flm.2005.0009. In this article, Daniels investigates 

how words directed toward male athletes in movies may have possibly contributed to 

society’s beliefs about girls and women and their involvement in sports today: “Has the 

practice of motivating men through language that demeans women in myriad, twentieth-

century ‘Hollywood’ motion pictures about men and their sporting practices, perpetuated 

and reinforced the second-class status of girls and women as athletes?” (33). 

The author shares many examples of how women have been portrayed in sport 

genre films. According to the Daniels, “Investigating the variety of roles for women in 

sport films and their relationships to (or the absence of relationship with) men, may tell 

us a great deal about the struggles that women athletes face today” (33). The women in 

these films play the role or “wife” or “cheerleader,” and the characters (or females in 

general) are spoken about in derogatory and sexist ways. This is even evident in the 

lighthearted family movie The Sandlot. When a group of young baseball players are 

fighting, one boy states what appears to be the ultimate insult: “You play like a girl!” 

Today, those roles and statements are so normalized in films that they go unnoticed by 

viewers. 

When discussing the media, movies and TV shows absolutely must be included in 

the conversation. This article gives great insight into how females and female athletes 

have been characterized in films, and the examples and information given has aided and 

strengthened my research.  



Huffman, Suzanne, et al. “How Campus Media Cover Sports: The Gender-Equity Issue, One 

Generation Later.” Mass Communication and Society, vol. 7, no. 4, 2004, pp. 475-489. 

Communication & Mass Media Complete, doi:10.1207/s15327825mcs0704_6. In 1972, 

Title IX banned gender discrimination in federally funded schools, including athletics. 

Male and female athletes are expected to have equal quality resources and opportunities. 

The authors of this article wanted to assess whether campus media reflected those 

changes, and promoted women's and men's sports with equality. 

Huffman, Tuggle, and Rosengard designed a study to learn if Title IX translated 

into equal campus media coverage of male and female athletics. Based on their findings, 

the answer is no. “College newspapers in the study covered male athletes and events in 

72.7% of their sports stories, and college television operations devoted 81.5% of their 

sports stories to males” (482). 

They asked four research questions comparing the ratio in campus media of 

stories featuring women's/men's sports, women/men being interviewed about sports, 

women/men reporting about sports, and campus newspapers/newscasts regarding 

coverage of male/female athletes in specific sports. The authors (and two trained graduate 

students) conducted this study with 39 universities. 

This article and study relates well to my research question, and has provided me 

with an opportunity to continue the study of campus sports media through my own 

primary research. By extending their study 14 years later and at a different location (The 

University of Central Florida), I can contribute new knowledge to the academic 

conversation. 










