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APA Reference List (APA 7) 
 
Your reference list should appear at the end of your paper on a new page. Label this page “References” in 
bold, centered at the top of the page. This list provides the information necessary for a reader to locate and 
retrieve any source you cite in your paper. So, each source you cite in your paper must appear in your 
reference list and vice versa.  

Important Formatting Tips  
 

• Citations are always alphabetical whether author, username, or title is used. 
• Citations have a hanging indent at 0.5in (all lines but the first are indented for all citations). 
• Citations are double-spaced. 
• Only the first letter of the first word of titles of articles, proper nouns, and the first word following a 

full colon are capitalized. Exception: All major words in the titles of Academic Journals should be 
maintained alongside any nonstandard punctuation and capitalization in its title (ex. PhiloSOPHIA 
instead of Philosophia, or Past & Present instead of Past and present) 
 

Basic Citation Tips 

• Start each citation with the authors’ last name, followed by the authors’ first and middle initials up to 
and including 20 authors. If the authors’ middle name isn’t available, omit the initial. If the source has 
twenty or fewer authors, you must list out all the authors’ names. If the source has more than 20, add 
an ellipsis after the 19th author and skip to the final authors’ name. Do not include an ampersand after 
the ellipsis.  

 
One author   Smith, J. M. (1990) 

 
Two authors:    Smith, J. M., & Doe, F. J. (2000) 

 
Three to Twenty Authors:  Nguyen, T., Carnevale, J. J., Scholer, A. A., Miele, D. B., & Fujita, K. (1998) 
 
Twenty+ Authors:   Pegion, K., Kirtman, B. P., Becker, E., Collins, D. C., LaJoie, E., Burgman, R., 

Bell, R., DelSole, R., Min, D., Zhu, Y., Li, W., Sinsky, E., Guan, H., 
Gottschalck, J., Metzger, E. J., Barton, N. P., Achuthavarier, D., Marshak, 
J., Koster, R., . . .  Kim, H. (2019) 

 
• Begin the citation with the title of the document if no author is identified. Only use Anonymous if the 

work is signed “Anonymous.” 
• Use “n.d.” in place of a year if there is no year available. 
• Italicize the title of longer works (ex. Books, edited collections, names of newspapers, journals, etc) 
• Do not italicize, underline, or put quotes around the titles of shorter works (chapters, articles, essays, 

etc.) 
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Common Examples of Cited Sources: (for online sources, please see our resource hub) 
 

Entire Book, Print Version  

Shotton, M. A. (1989). Computer addiction? A study of computer dependency. Taylor & Francis. 

https://doi.org/10.1201/b12555 

 
Edited Book with NO Author 

Editor, A. A. (Ed.). (Year). Title of work: Capital letter also for subtitle. Publisher Name. DOI if available 

 
Edited Book with Author(s) 

Author, A. A. (Year of publication). Title of work: Capital letter also for subtitle (E. Editor, Ed.). 

Publisher. DOI if available 

 
Article or Chapter in an Edited Book 

Author, A. A., & Author, B. B. (Year of publication). Title of chapter. In E. E. Editor & F. F. Editor 

(Eds.), Title of work: Capital letter also for subtitle (pp. pages of chapter). Publisher. DOI (if 

available) 

 
Multivolume Book 

David, A., & Simpson, J. (Eds.). (2006). The Norton anthology of English literature: The Middle Ages (8th 

ed., Vol. A). W. W. Norton and Company. 

 
Journal Article 

Author, A. A., & Author, B. B. (Year). Title of article. Title of Periodical 33(2), 6-14. DOI or URL 

 
Computer Software  

Epocrates (2019). Epocrates (Version 19.10.1) [Mobile app]. App Store. 

https://apps.apple.com/us/app/epocrates/id281935788 

Author, A. A. (Year). Title of work (Version) [Computer software]. Publisher Name or App Store. URL 

 
Published Dissertation or Master’s Thesis 

Author, A. A. (Year). Title of dissertation (Publication No.) [Doctoral dissertation/Master’s Thesis, Name 

of Institution Awarding the Degree]. Database or Archive Name. URL if available 

 
 

https://doi.org/10.1201/b12555
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Unpublished Dissertation or Thesis  

Author, A. A. (Year). Title of doctoral dissertation or master’s thesis [Unpublished doctoral dissertation 

or master’s thesis]. Name of Institution. 

 
Editorial without Signature  

“What is a disaster” and why does this question matter? [Editorial]. (2006). Journal of Contingencies 

and Crisis Management, 14, 1-2. https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1468-5973.2006.00475.x 

 
Magazine Article  

Chamberlin, J., Novotney, A., Packard, E., & Price, M. (2008, May). Enhancing worker well-being: 

Occupational health psychologists convene to share their research on work, stress, and health. 

Monitor on Psychology, 39(6). https://www.apa.org/monitor/2008/05/workstress 

 
Newspaper Article  

Schwarts, J. (1993, September 30). Obesity affects economic, social status. The Washington Post, A1. 

 
Non-English Reference Book, Title Translated into English 

Real Academia Española. (2001). Diccionario de la lengua española [Dictionary of the Spanish 

Language] (22nd ed.). Espasa Calpe.  

 
Translation 

Laplace, P. S. (1951). A philosophical essay on probabilities. (F. W. Truscott & F. L. Emory, Trans.). 

Dover. (Original work published 1814). 

 
Symposium Contribution 

Contributor, A. A., Contributor, B.B., Contributor, C.C., & Contributor, D.D. (Year, Month). Title of 

contribution. In E.E. Chairperson (Chair), Title of symposium [Symposium]. Conference Name, 

Location. DOI or URL, if available  

 
Paper Presentation or Poster Session  

Presenter, A. A. (Year, Month). Title of paper or poster [Paper or Poster]. Conference Name, Location. 

DOI or URL, if available 
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Review of a Book  

Schatz, B.R. (2000, November 17). Learning by text or context? [Review of the book The social life of 

information, by J.S. Brown & P. Duguid]. Science, 290(5495), 1304. 

https://doi.org/10.1126/science.290.5495.1304 

 
Personal Communication 

T. K. Lutes (personal communication, April 18, 2001) 

(V.-G. Nguyen, personal communication, September 28, 1998) 

Because they do not provide recoverable data, personal communications are not included in the reference list. 
Cite personal communications in text only. 
 
Unpublished Manuscript  

Blackwell, E., & Conrod, P.J. (2003). A five-dimensional measure of drinking motives. [Unpublished 

manuscript], Department of Psychology, University of British Columbia.  

 
Photograph (not associated with a museum)  

Photographer, P. Ph. (Year or Year, Month Day). Title of photo [Photograph]. Source of Photo. URL 

 
Artwork in a Museum or on a Museum Website 

Artist, A. (Year of release). Title of artwork [medium]. Name of museum, City, State, Country. URL of 

museum 
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