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More than 600 handcrafted ceramic bowls were fired and 
custom-glazed by the UCF School of Visual Arts and Design 
in support of Empty Bowls Central Florida, held in October. 
Attendees purchased their bowl, selected a soup and enjoyed 
convivial conversation with friends and colleagues. Proceeds of 
the event were split between Knights Helping Knights Pantry 
at UCF and United Global Outreach, two organizations that 
support UCF students and the local community.



The UCF steel band, Black Steel, recorded and released their first album 
Summer Knights. The album covers favorites from popular artists like 

Jimmy Buffet, The Beach Boys, Christopher Cross and UB40, and features  
faculty guest artists Tommy Harrison, Richard Drexler and Jeff Moore.



TABLE OF 
CONTENTS
  4   FROM THE DEAN’S OFFICE

  6   RESPONDING TO COVID-19

  8   FPEP: EMPOWERING THROUGH EDUCATION

 10  UCF CELEBRATES THE ARTS

 12  THEMED EXPERIENCE AT UCF

 14  RICHES CELEBRATES 10 YEARS

 16     BLACK LIVES MATTER

 18     UCF’S VIRTUAL ARBORETUM

 20  SUCCESSFUL YEAR FOR BANDS

 22  5 YEARS OF BIG READ

 24  NEW CENTER FOR ETHICS

 26  SPANISH 4 CHILDREN’S WELLNESS

 27  ARTS AND WELLNESS

 28  TALKING ABOUT THE ARTS

 29  PUBLISHING PROWESS

 31   WOMEN FIRST

 32  ADVANCEMENT UPDATE

 34  ECLECTIC KNIGHTS XI

 35  IN MEMORIAM

 36  PEGASUS PROFESSOR PROFILE

 38  T&T: REINVENTING THE HUMANITIES

 39  HUMANITIES IN THE HEADLINES

 40  STUDENT SUCCESS

 41  ACCOMPLISHED ALUMNI

 42  ON VIEW AT THE GALLERY

 44  TAKING THE STAGE AT THEATRE UCF

 46  IN SOCIAL MEDIA

 47  DEPARTMENTAL UPDATES

 47  Nicholson School of Communication and Media

 48  Department of English

 49  Department of History

 50  Department of Modern Languages and Literatures

 5 1  School of Performing Arts

 52  Department of Philosophy

 53  Texts and Technology Ph.D.

 54  School of Visual Arts and Design

 55  Department of Writing and Rhetoric

 56  RESEARCH REPORT

 58  PROMOTIONS AND TENURE

 59  STAFF AWARDS

 60  FACULTY AWARDS

 62  BY THE NUMBERS

 64  PUBLICATION CREDITS

WWW.CAH.UCF.EDU     3



The Middle Passage Virtual Reality Experience team demonstrated at 1619 Fest! in historic 
Hannibal Square during Black History Month. This innovative research and digital teaching 
tool develops participants’ historical, social and emotional awareness of human trafficking 
across the Atlantic from 1750-1850. Pictured: Amy Giroux, Associate Director, Center for 
Humanities and Digital Research, assists a community member in using the tool.



FROM THE DEAN’S OFFICE
It’s been said that the role of the arts is to comfort 

the disturbed and to disturb the comfortable. When 
we put that together with the role of the humanities 
— to provide greater insight into the world, help to 
understand both the past and the future, and foster 
a sense of empathy — we see there has been no small 
charge put upon the College of Arts and Humanities in 
the past year. 

We face two public health crises: COVID-19 and 
ensuring racial justice for Black people, which means 
we in the arts and humanities have critical work to do. 
We cannot lay claim to inventing vaccines for viruses. 
But we can say that we have moved quickly to comfort 
the quarantined, to engage the spirits of the isolated, to 
help mask the population. We can say that we learned 
to engage students from afar, host events online and 
do pretty much anything and everything on Zoom. We 
have — and continue to — “comfort the disturbed.”

There will never be a vaccine for racism. However, 
our disciplines do have the ability to help stem racism 
and other forms of systemic inequality via building 
empathy, knowledge and cultural understanding. 
These are not things for which we can create a step-by-
step instruction guide, but what we can do is ensure 
that history is recorded and taught from diverse 
perspectives. We can immerse students in different 
cultures through language. We can read literature and 
articles written by Black, Latinx, Asian, Indigenous, 
female and LGBTQ+ writers. It is imperative to 
understand how and why we have reached this place 
of inequity, to become active allies and to disturb the 
status quo.

I am encouraged by the diverse research, creative 
activity and educational work I have seen in our 
college this year. The Florida Prison Education Project 
encouraged collaborative work and inclusive thinking 
with the incarcerated. Theatre UCF productions like 
Sweat and Water By the Spoonful shared the words of 
traditionally marginalized playwrights. The UCF Art 
Gallery dedicated an entire exhibition to Latinx voices. 

The Yellow Ribbon Project hosted by the History 
department and the NEA Big Read: Central Florida 
brought university-wide attention to veterans. There 
are many more projects like these detailed in the pages 
within this book.

While reading, you will see that our college has 
seen many successes this year, including receiving 
our largest philanthropic donation ever, meeting 
impressive research goals, celebrating accomplished 
faculty and recognizing our student achievements. But 
the most important work we are doing right now is 
caring for our community and laying the groundwork 
for society to heal and move forward in a healthier, 
better way for all. I hope you will join us. 

Charge on,

JEFF MOORE 
Dean, College of Arts and Humanities
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COVID-19
“Unprecedented,” “pivot” and “virtual” were among the 

most frequently heard words of the Spring 2020 semester. 
And while we may have since stricken the overused terms 
from our vocabularies, there is no denying that due to 
the unprecedented times, everyone had to quickly pivot 
to a virtual way of life. What we quickly learned is that 
the faculty, staff and students in the College of Arts and 
Humanities are nimble, innovative and kind. 

There were the helpers: Theatre UCF costume faculty 
and staff turned to their machines 
and made masks for UCF Police 
and the College of Medicine. The 
UCF Choirs made it possible for 
2020 graduates to hear the alma 
mater at their commencement 
ceremonies.  

There were the teachers: UCF 
may be known for its strong online 
courses, but not all classes are easily taught virtually. Arts 
and humanities faculty quickly adapted, using Zoom to 
teach music lessons and encouraging dancers to tap in their 
kitchens and garages. Creative writers turned to virtual 
platforms for their readings. History lecturer Kevin Mitchell 
Mercer garnered national attention for his class assignment 
of asking students what COVID-19-related artifacts they 
would include in a history museum.  

There were the researchers: Gary Rhodes (Film) wrote in 
the Chicago Tribune about how life changed in the course of 
a week for a professional moviegoer. Other film professors 
also pulled together a list of pandemic must-see movies 
ranging from giggles (Magic Mike XXL) to pure terror 
(Rosemary’s Baby). Nate Holic ’02 ’07MFA (Writing and 

Rhetoric) illustrated his daily life balancing work, health 
and three young kids in a well-received story for UCF Today. 
Carissa Baker ’08MA ’18PhD covered how Disney fans are 
making do at home for The Washington Post. J. Blake Scott 
(Writing and Rhetoric) was quoted in a Vox article, and Jim 
Clark (History) was quoted in Politico.  

There were the innovative event-makers: In lieu of in-
person arts events, the college created “Arts On!” (see Page 
11) dedicated to sharing the work being created by artists. 

The UCF Gallery converted the 
two final BFA student exhibitions 
into virtual events. The college 
launched a new weekly speaker 
series featuring college research. 
The NEA Big Read: Central Florida 
changed its programming to a 
series of virtual talks by artists 
and scholars. Graduating Musical 

Theatre students created a video of themselves singing their 
final assignment from Songs from a New World.  

And now, as UCF prepares to welcome the university 
community back to campus for the fall semester, we 
remain flexible and ready to “pivot” again if needed. Safety 
measures are being implemented across campus, which, for 
now, remains at less than 30 percent capacity. Schedules 
have been reconfigured to accommodate more online 
learning experiences. Classrooms have been reassigned to 
meet CDC guidelines. The campus will look different, but 
the creativity, the spirit and the focus of our community 
remains unchanged. 

Armor up, Knights!

The faculty, staff and students in 
the College of Arts and Humanities 
are nimble, innovative and kind.
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My City by Jeff Kepler ’11  
@seventh.voyage  

for Adobe’s Honor Heroes Campaign

It all began when creative giant  
Adobe contacted Kepler about creating 
a design for their campaign to honor 
heroes during the first few weeks of 
the COVID-19 outbreak in the U.S. The 
artwork features UCF alumnus and 
nurse Anthony King ’14BSN ’17MSN. 

Read more at bit.ly/king-kepler 

WWW.CAH.UCF.EDU     7



EMPOWERING
THROUGH 

EDUCATION
UCF’s Florida Prison Education 

Project, a community initiative that seeks 
to reduce prison recidivism through 
education, is now three years old and 
gathering support and accolades. Support 
for the interdisciplinary program, which 
is the brainchild of art history associate 
professor Keri Watson, comes from faculty 
and administrators across the university.

In May 2018, the project received 
designation as a UCF Community 
Challenge Initiative, which offers the 
support of the Office of the Provost, and 
the project members are working with UCF 
Connect and the UCF Office of Admissions 
to transition from offering Continuing 
Education courses to credit-bearing 
courses for degree-seeking students.

Since the project’s inception, 30 faculty 

members have been trained to teach in 
prison. 15 classes have been taught to 225 
students at the Central Florida Reception 
Center, and, in response to COVID-19, 
FPEP offered its first online course to 
those incarcerated at the Polk Correctional 
Institution this summer. Courses taught 
include English, art, theatre, physics, 
American government and philosophy. 
More than 5,000 books have been 
collected and donated to libraries in 
Florida’s prisons.

In fall 2019, FPEP earned a coveted 
grant from the Laughing Gull Foundation. 
The $60,000 grant is allowing the 
project to expand from offering in-person 
undergraduate classes to people in prison 
to developing online courses for them, as 
well as establishing a scholarship.

The group also received a $50,000 
National Endowment for the Arts grant to 
host an exhibition on mass incarceration 
and higher education in prison in fall 
2020. Illuminating the Darkness: Our 
Carceral Landscape opens in the UCF 
Art Gallery in August. Programming will 
include a For Freedoms Town Hall and 
a panel discussion featuring formerly 
incarcerated artists.

“The Florida Prison Education Project is 
thrilled to receive this generous funding,” 
says Watson. “These grants will enable us 
to bring college-level curriculum to men 
and women incarcerated in Central Florida 
and raise awareness among our students 
about mass incarceration.”

FIND OUT MORE AT 

cah.ucf.edu/fpep 

“The goal is to help those who need it and don’t have 
the same opportunities that others do. We’re here, and 
we want to provide higher education for everybody.” 
 – Keri Watson, director

8     UCF COLLEGE OF ARTS AND HUMANITIES   2019-20 YEAR IN REVIEW



Related to her work with FPEP, English professor Terry Thaxton (pictured above) received an award from LIFE at UCF 
for her innovative work with the Literary Arts Partnership. The LAP brings creative writing workshops to populations at 
risk in local schools, charities, prisons and residential treatment facilities. Since its inception in 2003, the LAP has created 
over 200 initiatives crossing disciplines from history to sociology. Jason Fronczek ’16 ’20MFA (pictured below), who was 
formerly incarcerated, is shown teaching an art class at CFRC in fall 2019.
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UCF CELEBRATES 
THE ARTS(VIRTUALLY)

April means arts at UCF, even if there is a global pandemic. 

As late as the first week of March, plans were 
full steam ahead for spring’s signature event, 
UCF Celebrates the Arts. The schedule promised a 
multimedia orchestra concert, a dance production, 
short films, Big Read events, about a dozen 
concerts, play readings and other arts endeavors 
the annual festival has become known for 
presenting. Student and faculty artists were putting 
the finishing touches on the large events and 
projects a year in the making. But viruses have 

little regard for hard work, and we all know how 
this story ends: the stages of Dr. Phillips Center for 
the Performing Arts went dark and UCF students 
went home just three weeks before the festival 
was about to begin.

While we recognize the cancellation of 
UCF Celebrates the Arts 2020 was necessary, 
disappointment still ran high for patrons and 
participants. Many of the events planned for 2020 
will be revisited for the 2021 festival, however, 

some events and exhibits cannot be replicated. 
We’d like to recognize the hard work and 
dedication of all UCF artists, but in particular, our 
students who graduate before next year’s festival. 
They will never recoup the opportunity to showcase 
their artistry during their final year of study.

Mark your calendars now for UCF 
Celebrates the Arts 2021: April 5-18  
at Dr. Phillips Center for the Performing Arts!

Thank you to our sponsors and donors for their commitment to our students and to UCF Celebrates the Arts.

Musical Theatre students who were preparing 
for the dance concert volunteered to shoot  
a video for UCF Celebrates the Arts 2020. 

The footage was instead used  
for International Dance Day!  

Thanks, Ryan, Sami, Andrew, 
Maddie and Michael!



A ray of sunshine through the disappointment:  
The Council for Advancement and Support for Education 
awarded UCF a silver Circle of Excellence award for the 
2019 festival, saying “The inclusion of students made 
this event stand out among other entries. Giving students 
a spotlight, while they also worked inside the larger 
picture of the event, provided invaluable experience. 
Collateral materials displayed for this event were creative 
and appealing to the eye — clearly UCF knows its 
audience. A great deal of collaboration, partnership and 
community was needed to make this event successful, 
and they met the mark. Thoughtful stewardship of 
donors added to the chance for growth with this event.”

The cancellation of live events has proven that the spirit of artists 
is indomitable. As live events started being canceled, we saw 
an immediate increase in virtual events and art being created 
at home. Seeing a need for the university community to access 
these projects, the College of Arts and Humanities created the 
digital platform Go Knights, Arts On! 

While the college often uses the phrase “Arts at UCF” to encompass 
performing, visual and other creative arts endeavors, this new platform 
provided a home for “Arts Not at UCF.” 

Arts On! has a real-time social media aggregator so any UCF artist can add 
their own content simply by tagging their social media with #ArtsAtUCF. The 
page also includes links to virtual events hosted by the departments and existing 
YouTube content to be explored at the viewer’s leisure. The page, which has been visited 
by thousands of viewers, is a great way to see the art being made while artists are social 
distancing, and also provides an additional platform for our artists to share their work and attract 
patrons to follow them on social media. If you aren’t yet following along, join us at arts.ucf.edu/artson.

About the Festival Art
The design concept for UCF Celebrates the Arts 2020 honored artist Dorothy 
Gillespie, a well-known artist whose career spanned more than seven decades. 
She was an important player in the women’s art movement, not only with her 
art, but also as an artist-in-residence and as an educator. Gillespie developed 
a trademark style of painting colorful abstract forms on metal that was then 
cut and shaped into willowy ribbon-like works that are both painting and 
sculpture. In addition to being used for the 
marketing design, several of her pieces 
were to have been on display 
at the festival, and the six foot 
towers that greet patrons at 
the entrance of Dr. Phillips 
Center were to have been 
derivative of her work.
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With the launch of the new Themed Experience Track 
in the MFA Theatre program, UCF is positioned to be at 
the creative forefront of a multi-billion-dollar industry. 
Orlando is the international hub of themed experience, 
where the most imaginative and fantastic worlds are 
created and where millions travel to each year to immerse 
themselves in these creative environments. Now, UCF 
is among the first institutions in the country to offer a 
degree program dedicated to the design and creation 
of themed experiences with unparalleled access to 
the industry. 

What is a themed experience? The first thought most 
people have when they hear the term is theme parks. But 
they are just one part of a much larger industry geared 
toward making unforgettable immersive experiences that 
include zoos, aquariums, retail, dining, museums, virtual 
worlds, exhibitions and more. To build these worlds, a 
creative leader needs to be a storyteller, a designer and 
a guest manager all at once. Being in Orlando, students 

have access to the industry for hands-on learning and 
to UCF faculty with specialties ranging from theatrical 
storytelling to hospitality management, providing students 
with skills and knowledge to lead this multi-disciplinary 
creative industry by the time they graduate. 

Leading this endeavor at UCF is themed experience 
expert, digital artist and author Peter Weishar, who has 
been laying the groundwork for this program since 2018. 
“The internship component built into our curriculum 
would not be practical anywhere other than Central 
Florida. But one of our greatest distinguishing qualities 
is that we have an active advisory council comprising 
prominent creative leaders that is instrumental in 
connecting UCF with the industry.” 

Over the next few years, Weishar expects to see UCF 
students and alumni creating significant impact on the 
creative environment in the industry. “UCF is poised to 
become a catalyst for new ideas and innovation in themed 
experience and entertainment.” 

First Year of the  
MFA TRACK in  
THEMED  
EXPERIENCE

Top left: UCF Interim President Thad 
Seymour joined the Themed Experience class 

at Jurassic World Live tour in Orlando.
Top right and below: Falcon’s Creative Group 

hosted Themed Experience students for a 
tour and roundtable discussion.
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A Rich Resource 
Celebrates 10 Years

Regional Initiative for Collecting History, Experiences 

and Stories: A Decade of Digitally Preserving the Past

The Regional Initiative for Collecting 
History, Experiences and Stories 
(RICHESTM)  is celebrating its tenth 
anniversary with a timely initiative. 
Bending Toward Justice is a dedicated 
exhibit space designed to engage the public 
and scholars in dialogues on race in Florida 
and the nation. Slated to launch in October 
2020, just ahead of the presidential 
election, the first exhibit will focus on 
voting rights and voter suppression in 
conjunction with the commemoration of 
the 1920 Ocoee Massacre.

Bending Toward Justice is a multi-
level, digital exhibit that builds on its 
community and academic partnerships. 
Student interns, scholars and researchers 
are actively gathering evidence to curate 
the exhibit’s additional phases focused on 
African American Economic Development, 
Black Education in Florida and Religion 
in the Jim Crow South. The exhibit is a 
perfect example of how RICHES has been 
preserving the past using innovative digital 
tools for the last decade. 

From their first planning meeting in 
2009, Larry D. Davis, Jr. of the now-
defunct Adaptive Assessment Services, Inc. 
and Rosalind Beiler and Connie Lester of 
UCF’s History department knew that the 
interdisciplinary, interactive database had 
enormous potential.

Placing students and community 
partners at its core, RICHES serves as a 
model for documenting regional history, 
especially “hidden” history and culture, 
using a database that draws from multiple 
repositories and personal collections. 

A central component of the RICHES 
project is the RICHES Mosaic Interface, 
an interactive digital archive of Florida 
history. This free public tool offers a 
searchable database with access to images, 
documents, podcasts, oral histories, films 
and visualizations. It combines time and 
geographical results with text analysis 
techniques to help users find hidden 
connections within the archive. Currently 
undergoing a year-long enhancement 
project, RICHES Mosaic Interface will 
soon be more user-friendly, adding mobile 
and tablet compatibility and integrating 
advanced search options. 

As for impact, the project is fulfilling 
its early projections. Multiple academic 
units at UCF, six Florida universities, and 
commercial and nonprofit sectors of the 
community intersect through RICHES 
to provide the region with a deeper sense 
of its past. The recipient of more than 
$800,000 in grant and in-kind support, 
RICHES works with over 75 partners, 
sustains more than 45 interdisciplinary 
and community projects, has created two 
digital tools and receives 130,000+ views 
to its website per year. More than 350 
undergraduate and graduate students have 
worked with RICHES via internships or 
in courses as varied as economic history, 
military history and public history.   
Students are involved in the archival and 
preservation process by writing metadata 
for artifacts and conducting oral history 
interviews, which provides professional 
development in archival skills, digitization 
methods and interview proficiencies.

The RICHES team is looking forward 
to the next decade of exploring the past 
and providing Floridians with the tools to 
search, analyze, visualize and learn about 
our community history.

Find out more at riches.cah.ucf.edu.

HAVE YOU HEARD OF  
A HISTORY HARVEST? 
These themed community events 
create a bridge between community 
and academia. Held in collaboration 
with a partner like a museum or 
historical society, the RICHES™ 
team asks community members for 
personal artifacts related to a single 
subject, then uses digital tools to 
scan the contributed items. To date, 
thousands of historical items have 
been added to the RICHES™ Mosaic 
Interface through ten harvests held 
in communities such as Sanford, 
Oviedo, Parramore, Cocoa Beach and 
St. Cloud. Harvests in partnership 
with the LBGT History Museum of 
Central Florida and the Friends of 
Weeki Wachee Springs State Park 
were geared toward collecting 
artifacts related to organizational 
histories. Preserved photos, written 
remembrances, souvenirs, posters, 
newspaper articles, costumes and 
even stories, add to the richness of 
the interactive database.
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BLACK 
LIVES 
MATTER

“What is needed now is action — a commitment from our 
university to not merely celebrate our diversity, but to be 
actively anti-racist.

Systemic racism, sexism, homophobia and other hateful 
ideologies seek to deny our shared humanity. They must be 
called out and confronted. They do not reflect the values of 
our UCF community.” 

—Alexander N. Cartwright, UCF president

This image taken by Jerusha Cavazos ’14  
at the May 30 protest in Harlem was  
shared in the “Extras” feature of  
Hamilton on Disney+.



While condemnations and words are a good first step, the College of Arts 
and Humanities commits to immediate and ongoing action to confront 
racism and celebrate diversity. While we recognize there is room for 
improvement, the college has long been a champion of diversity, 
inclusion and equity, and the courses taught in the arts and humanities 
are critical to students’ understanding that we live in a diverse world. 
Here are a few anti-racist actions affiliated with or supported by the 
college that took place in summer 2020:

1 The “Black Lives: Racism and the Struggle for Justice in the American 
Democracy” virtual teach-in included historical lessons about local, 
national and global racial injustices and systemic racism that Black 
people have been subjected to for centuries. Talks were led by 
Fon Gordon, Connie Lester, Amelia Lyons and Keri Watson, as well as faculty from the  
College of Sciences. Special thanks to Brandon Nightingale ’16 ’19MA for hosting and  
staff member Tiffany Rivera for coordinating.

2 “We Have Names: Reclaiming Black Bodies,” organized and hosted by Audi Barnes ’17 ’20MFA, 
amplified the voices of Black creatives from the Creative Writing MFA program and honored  
the lives of Breonna Taylor, George Floyd and Ahmaud Arbery.

3 While rethinking its season to accommodate COVID-19 restrictions, Theatre UCF changed its fall 
programming to a series of readings of contemporary plays that address issues of injustice, police 
brutality and systemic racism against people of color.   

4 Arts and humanities faculty contributed to a list of books, videos and plays to encourage the UCF community  
to learn more about racial history and current events. Check out the list at https://bit.ly/educate-on-racism.
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Elisabeth Christie ’18 was a co-organizer of June’s  
Black Artists for Black Lives march and demonstration 
in Orlando. UCF’s incoming director of choral activities, 
Jeffery Redding (inset), encouraged the crowd to 
“take your anger and turn it into love” because the 
focus tends to be on their anger and not what they’re 
angry about. “You must learn to love in the midst 
of rejection,” Redding said. “This is how you make 
change. Yes, you rally, you march, but you also vote.”
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AN EPIC  
NATURE

EXPERIENCE
Maria Harrington, Ph.D., has been awarded a grant 

from Epic Games, the company responsible for the 
online video game sensation Fortnite, to expand her 
cutting-edge augmented reality (AR) and virtual reality 
(VR) work. The $25,000 grant will allow Harrington to 
expand her work on the Virtual UCF Arboretum.  

One of Harrington’s signature projects has been to 
create a virtual experience allowing users to experience 
the UCF Arboretum, located on the main campus, 
and learn about its flora without ever having to leave 
their house.  

In the Virtual UCF Arboretum, users virtually hike 
through UCF’s real arboretum and learn about its 
ecological system, which contains more than 600 
species of plants, including Forked Bluecurls, Bog 
Buttons, Florida Paintbrushes and many other types 
of flora.  

Harrington initially began her project in 2016 with 
a website virtual field trip guide, which resulted in 
the VR 1.0 version that currently exists. The grant will 
upgrade the 1.0 version to the 2.0 version. 

“The Virtual UCF Arboretum version 2.0 project 

scope funded by this grant will upgrade the 2018 
Central Florida 3-D plant models to current augmented 
reality and virtual reality technical specifications,” 
Harrington said. “Additionally, new partnerships with 
botanical gardens and university related arboretums 
will be explored so to extend the plant atlas to a 
nationwide sample.” 

Much like botanical illustrations of the past, 
immersive models are a form of scientific 
communication which support educational and 
informal learning activities desired by the public, 
especially now during COVID-19. 

Harrington is an assistant professor of digital media 
and director for the Harrington Lab. Her main medium 
is immersive environments, specifically AR and VR.

As of July 1, the Games and Interactive Media 
program, as part of the Nicholson School of 
Communication and Media, is a division of the 
College of Sciences.

Experience Harrington’s AR/VR projects at 
bit.ly/harrington-lab
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UCF Wind Ensemble 
INVITED TO PERFORM AT 

MUSIC CONFERENCE 
In February, the UCF Wind 

Ensemble performed at the 2020 

College Band Directors National 

Association Southern Division 

Conference. Just one of seven 

university ensembles invited to 

perform at the event, the 51-person 

group played six pieces under 

the direction of UCF’s three band 

directors: Scott Lubaroff, Tremon 

Kizer and Dave Schreier. On the way 

to the conference at Northwestern 

State University in Natchitoches, 

LA, the ensemble stopped to 

present a concert in Milton, FL, and 

held an open rehearsal at Louisiana 

State University. Congratulations 

to the Wind Ensemble on a well-

deserved invitation!

“ I’ve never toured with any ensemble 
before, and this trip reinforced what I 
had been learning throughout this year: 
that there is a welcoming community to 
be found in the performers and music 
educators here at UCF. The environment 
within the UCF Wind Ensemble is 
uplifting while striving for the absolute 
best quality of musicianship. ” 

Carlee Villacis, horn

“Our trip to perform at the CBDNA 
Southern Division Conference was not 
just a few days on the road, but an 
entire semester’s work on a rigorous 
program of music, with a higher 
standard to uphold. Every performance 
and rehearsal along the way challenged 
me, challenged each section and 
challenged the band as a collective. I 
am so very proud to be a part of what’s 
happening here at UCF and thankful for 
the opportunity to share it with others! 
Charge on! ” 

Christina Smith, percussion
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The UCF Marching Knights, made up of 

375 dedicated students from across the 

campus community, celebrated a milestone 

year. Now the university’s largest student 

organization, the band has come far since 

the original 125 members first took to the field 

wearing blue jeans in 1980. Read their story at  

www.ucf.edu/pegasus/40-years-marching-knights/.

“ Not everybody gets a chance 
to walk on the field in the stadium. 
Not everybody gets the chance to 
wear a marching band uniform. 
That is a feeling that will always be 
cherished, not only by myself, but by 
the students of the marching band 
and that is a feeling that all of us 
will take with us forever. ” 

Tremon Kizer 
Director of Athletic Bands

40 Years of  
MARCHING  
KNIGHTS 



A program of the National Endowment for the Arts, 
the NEA Big Read broadens our understanding of 
our world, our communities and ourselves through 
the joy of sharing a good book.  

BIG 
STORIES
Since 2016, the College of Arts and Humanities has been awarded 
funding from the National Endowment for the Arts in partnership 
with ArtsMidwest to host the NEA Big Read: Central Florida. One 
of just 84 communities nationwide to be selected for participation 
in 2020, the funding has supported myriad interdisciplinary and 
community-focused events at UCF over the years.  

Art history associate professor Keri Watson directs UCF’s Big Read 
programming and has diligently worked to bring in many partners 
for collaboration. 2020 was to be no exception, however, just as 
the programming for Tim O’Brien’s The Things They Carried was 
commencing in April, COVID-19 disrupted the schedule of events. 
When the plans were revised to a virtual model, the NEA and 
ArtsMidwest took notice. Watson and Julia Listengarten, artistic 
director for Theatre UCF, were invited to present their innovative 
and agile programming to the foundations and public.  

More good things are on the horizon: in 2020-21, UCF will be 
reading and celebrating Silver Sparrow by Tayari Jones. Events 
will include discussions, an art exhibit and a reading of Dominique 
Morisseau’s play Blood at the Root. 

Learn more at bigread.cah.ucf.edu.

BIG 
READ
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 2016

THEIR EYES WERE WATCHING GOD   
by Zora Neale Hurston 
In UCF’s first year of hosting the NEA Big Read, UCF held an art exhibition, 
a film screening at the Enzian Theater, a public art project at the Midway 
Community Center, a game jam and seven book clubs. A collaboration with 
Theatre UCF was ignited when they presented a version of Hurston’s short 
story Spunk. Over 3,000 people participated. 

2017

THE GRAPES OF WRATH  by John Steinbeck 
UCF partnered with the Florida Farmworkers Association to host Susan 
Shillinglaw, director of the Steinbeck Center, who led a series of lectures that 
included talks by Coco Fusco and Cesar Cornejo. The accompanying traveling 
art exhibition, In the Eyes of the Hungry: Florida’s Changing Landscape, was 
awarded best show of the year by the Southeastern College Art Conference 
and reached over 2,500 people during its exhibition run. 

THE BEAUTIFUL THINGS THAT HEAVEN BEARS  
by Dinaw Mengestu 
Author Dinaw Mengestu addressed an audience at the UCF Art Gallery. To 
amplify the themes of the novel, the gallery hosted an exhibition entitled 
Finding Home: The Global Refugee Crisis and Theatre UCF presented David 
Edgar’s play Pentecost. This was the first year the Florida Prison Education 
Project brought the Big Read: Central Florida to area prisons. 

2019

STATION ELEVEN  by Emily St. John Mandel 
Held in conjunction with UCF Celebrates the Arts, Emily St. John Mandel 
came to speak with UCF’s readers and was delighted by art and theatre 
readings inspired by her dystopian young adult novel. Theatre UCF 
presented a touring show, The Last Paving Stone, to young audiences, and 
twelve book clubs read the book.

 2020

THE THINGS THEY CARRIED  by Tim O’Brien 
Artists and scholars including visual artists Kevin Haran, Jave Yoshimoto 
and Sisavanh Phouthavong; playwright Darcy Parker Bruce and historian 
Bruno Cabanes contributed to an online lecture series titled “Arts and 
Scholars Respond to War,” which reached over 1,500 people. 

2018



ENGAGING
ETHICS

ACROSS CAMPUS

Exploring emerging 
ethical questions  
comes naturally to  
Center for Ethics 
co-founders 
Jonathan Beever and 
Stephen Kuebler.

Below: the Center for Ethics launched in fall 2019 with 
an event featuring Lisa M. Lee, a nationally recognized 
expert on bioethics and ethics education.



Jonathan Beever (Philosophy) and Stephen Kuebler 
(Chemistry and Optics) are working together to support 
a culture of ethics at UCF as leaders of the new UCF 
Center for Ethics. 

Inaugurated in 2019, this university-wide center 
facilitates the exploration of emerging ethical issues 
through faculty-led research, teaching and leadership, 
with support from the Office of Research, the College of 
Arts and Humanities and the Department of Philosophy. 
The center hosts speaker events, holds interdisciplinary 
workshops, and facilitates research projects and 
volunteer opportunities aimed at helping the UCF 
community develop ethics literacy.

Here are a few things Beever and Kuebler want the 
UCF community to know:

1. Ethics ≠ compliance.
“Ethics” is not a dirty word or something to be avoided. Instead, ethics grounds 
regulation and institutional training in engaged discussion to cultivate a stronger 
community. Ethics is not merely compliance: ethics is a way of thinking that engages  
us with important questions and underlying values that connect and divide us.

2. The center is grounded in faculty-led research.
Current research projects are collaborative with students and faculty across disciplines. Through hosting invited research 
talks, leading discussion groups and workshops, and engaging in data-driven research, the Center for Ethics engages faculty in 
better understanding ethical issues we all face.

3. Faculty are invited to work with us on ethics research and pedagogy.
Being ethical is not about checking some training box but about giving people the time and tools to directly address questions 
of conflicting values. Expertise from across disciplines contributes to answering these questions. Think about how partnering 
with the Center for Ethics could augment education in your projects. We encourage you to leverage the center and help grow 
ethics education and research at UCF.

4. Students can join the “Ethics Ambassador” network.
Our interdisciplinary “Be Better Club” (as one of our students has named it!) meets regularly to build dialogue across campus 
about current ethical issues and to develop individual interests in ethics. Our discussions build community and develop ethics 
literacy in our members. Everyone is welcome to participate!

ethicscenter.research.ucf.edu

Above: Author Jonathan 
H. Marks visited UCF in 
spring to discuss the 
ethics of partnerships.
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SPANISH 4 
CHILDREN’S WELLNESS

Emily Martinez has found her happy spot at UCF: it’s 
back in preschool. The Early Childhood Development and 
Education major is gaining valuable career experience 
teaching Spanish to young learners through a $3,500 
grant awarded to faculty in the Department of Modern 
Languages and Literatures.   

Esmeralda Duarte started the Spanish 4 Children’s 
Wellness program in 2018 in 
order to help students understand 
the connection between their 
education and future goals, and 
to provide opportunities for the 
students to apply their foreign 
language skills in a real-world 
setting. And along the way, a 
few wee kids would benefit from 
learning basic Spanish in the 
best way possible: by playing.

Duarte equipped herself, her 

Modern Languages and Literatures colleagues and twelve 
student volunteers with a toolbox of educational toys and 
headed to the UCF Creative School and UCP Bailes Early 
Childhood Academy. Over the course of five semesters, the 
teams have worked with 116 kids in pre-kindergarten classes.

“Most of the students who participate in our program are 
undergraduates majoring in pre-medicine, hospitality and 

management, political science, 
education and Spanish,” says 
Duarte. “The kids in the schools 
see our UCF students as role 
models. They want to learn more 
about the university students 
and want to be like them in 
the future.”

As for Emily Martinez? 
“Spanish 4 Children’s Wellness 
has provided me with some of 
the most joyous experiences I 
have had at UCF,” she says. 

“This experience taught me 
a lot about flexibility — one of 
the most important qualities a 
teacher can possess. I learned 

quickly…to modify my instructional goals to fit the needs of 
the students. I have to follow their lead and find ways to teach 
them on their level. It was a very rewarding and challenging 
experience. It has allowed me to push my creativity in 
new ways.”

Duarte’s faculty partners in Spanish 4 Children’s Wellness 
are Dina Fabery, Alice Korosy, Monica Montalvo and 
Maria Redmon.

Photos courtesy of Spanish 4 Children’s Wellness and  

Catherine Matos (center)
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Project Xavier Hands-free Training Game
Project Xavier brings together a multidisciplinary team of UCF artists, game 
designers and engineers, as well as the Mayo Clinic, to provide new mobility 
solutions for a population with limited or no mobility. The technology uses EMG 
sensors placed on the patient’s temporalis muscles (located on the sides of the 
forehead) to control a powered wheelchair. The funding will allow the research team 
to create a game-like training instrument patients will use to advance their learning 
of the mechanics of the wheelchair device and train in a low-stress environment. 

“This type of training could be quite instrumental in improving the capability for the 
next stage of clinical trials for the Xavier system, and will support the community 
served by these clinical trials,” says Matt Dombrowski, a primary researcher on the 
project. “The Pabst Steinmetz award plays an instrumental role in the production 
and testing of this experience. All of our partners are so thankful of receiving this 
support from the foundation.” 
The team includes: 

• Matt Dombrowski ’05 ’08MFA, School of Visual Arts & Design 
• Peter Smith ’05MS ’12PhD, Nicholson School of Communication and Media 
• Albert Manero ’12 ’14MSAE ’16PhD, Limbitless Solutions 
• Angie Carloss ’04 ’18MPA, Limbitless Solutions 
• Bjorn Oskarsson, Mayo Clinic of Jacksonville

These illustrations from Writing and Rhetoric instructor Nathan Holic helped 
his team secure one of the Pabst Steinmetz Foundation Arts and Wellness 
Innovation Awards. The team will use similar designs to help destigmatize 
HIV in communications between patience and providers. 

Creative Approaches to Combat HIV Stigma  
and Discrimination from Health Providers
The communication between HIV patients and their care providers can be 
stigmatizing, leading to patients being less likely to seek treatment. This group 
seeks to improve that communication by partnering with local organizations. The 
researchers are using interview and focus group findings to produce short, scenario-
based videos and comics that can quickly and impactfully illustrate specific forms 
stigma can take in provider-client communication, how stigma affects patients 
and alternatives to stigmatizing language. The production process will involve 
designing video scripts and comic storyboards, and then commissioning UCF student 
videographers and a professional cartoonist. The partner organizations will assist in 
the evaluation of the materials from a provider perspective, and the researchers will 
work with additional partners to incorporate the materials in education and training 
for UCF students and for area physicians/providers. 
The team includes: 

• Christa L. Cook, College of Nursing 
• Blake Scott, Department of Writing and Rhetoric 
• Nathan Holic ’02 ’07MFA, Department of Writing and Rhetoric 
• Southern HIV and Alcohol Research Consortium, in partnership with the 

Florida Department of Health and Florida statewide Stigma Task Force 
• Central Florida HIV service providers

Collaborative projects that addressed HIV stigma and improved wheelchair 
mobility were the 2019 winners of the Pabst Steinmetz Foundation Arts & Wellness 
Innovation Awards. The winning teams, comprising UCF personnel and community 
organizations, were each awarded $25,000 to further their interdisciplinary arts 
and wellness projects.  

The Pabst Steinmetz Foundation Arts & Wellness Innovation Awards were 
founded in 2018 in order to build sustainable models for arts and wellness 
innovation at UCF and in the Central Florida community. The inaugural year’s 
winning projects focused on the effects of reading on aging populations and of 
providing multimedia messages about positive parenting in multiple languages. 

In 2019, eighteen proposals were submitted for the two awards. Each team must 
involve the College of Arts and Humanities and at least one other college, unit or 
center from the university. Year-end presentations are usually held in April, but will 
be delayed this year due to COVID-19. 

WINNING 
IDEAS
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Talking About the Arts

John Arthur Pickard 
Two-time Tony Award-winner and producer of  

A Gentleman’s Guide to Love and Murder gave a master class on 
“Capitalism and Art: Getting to Broadway” and a post-show talkback 

during Theatre UCF’s fall musical.

Will Cotton
As part of a partnership with the Atlantic Center for the Arts, contemporary American 
painter Will Cotton gave a lecture (inset left) and spoke about his photo-realist depictions 
of landscapes as sugary confections, as seen in Katy Perry’s Teenage Dream album 
packaging and “California Gurls” music video. In 2017, Cotton was an Artist In Residence at 
UCF’s Flying Horse Editions, creating a series of prints (pictured left: Domino, Var. 4). His 
paintings are in the permanent collections of the National Portrait Gallery, Smithsonian 
American Art Museum and the Orlando Museum of Art, among others.

Melodica Men  
Tristan Clarke and Joe Buono, a musical duo that bridges the worlds 
of classical and popular music, spoke to music students via Zoom 
this spring. Their recording of Stravinsky’s Rite of Spring went viral 

and garnered 1.5 million view in a day in 2016.
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The Florida Review editor 
Lisa Roney will step down from  
her role after five years of service.

q  Educational experiences for our students
Both The Florida Review and Aquifer: The Florida Review Online 
offer courses through the English department where interested 
students, regardless of major, can aid in the editorial process 
and learn proofreading, fact-checking and copyediting — as 
well as make an editorial decision or two. Through our Center 
for Humanities and Digital Research, student interns also gain 
experience with design, layout and promotions for print journals 
and the web platforms that power our digital ones.

w  Recognition for our faculty editors
With journals housed in various departments and programs in 
the college — including History, Philosophy, Theatre, Writing 
and Rhetoric, and English — our faculty editors are engaging 
with peers at institutions across the country, and indeed, the 
world, when they select and publish work from the best and 
brightest scholars elsewhere. Their work propels the reputation 
of UCF to new heights alongside their own.  

e  Publishing our students before they graduate
Some journals, like Convergence Rhetoric, housed in the 
Department of Writing and Rhetoric, publish innovative student 
work rather than work from scholars at peer institutions. No 
less academically-rigorous than our other journals and still 
subjected to the peer review process, these journals allow 
our students to experience revising their work and having it 
published, beefing up their skills (and CVs!) before they look for 
jobs or apply to graduate school.

r  Strengthening our degree programs
When the Theatre department started a Master of Fine Arts 
degree in Themed Experience, they also thought to house 
JTEAS, or the Journal of Themed Experience and Attractions 
Studies, in their department. This open access and international 
peer-reviewed journal provides a venue for the kind of research 
that supports and bolsters distinctive degree programs like the 
MFA in Themed Experience.

Publishing Prowess
There are more than ten journals affiliated with the UCF College of Arts and Humanities, and they represent 
the intellectual output of our faculty and students on the national (and sometimes international!) stage. Some 
are UCF student-focused, some focus on the literary and visual arts and others are peer-reviewed and present 
cutting-edge research from scholars across the world. Many of our journals are in print, with a number of them 
accessible online for all to enjoy. Here’s just a few of the ways these journals are vital to the college: 
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Saluting Our Student Veterans 
Veterans Month 2019 kicked off with the Central Florida Yellow Ribbon 
Project in partnership with local artist Victoria Walsh, also known as 
“Macramé Momma.” Students, faculty and staff worked in teams to 
macramé 30 trees lining Memory Mall.The trees were sponsored by 
colleges, departments and organizations from across campus. In saluting 
those who served, proceeds raised helped to create a school supply vault 
for the 1,500 student veterans enrolled at UCF.  
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WOMEN  
FIRST

An interdisciplinary collaboration between Women’s and 
Gender Studies, History, and Special Collections & University 
Archives, the Women First at UCF project documented the 
legacy of women who occupied a rank, position or graduation 
as first in their field. “Our desire was to create awareness of 
the impact and work of hundreds of women in our university’s 
history,” says M.C. Santana, director of Women’s and 
Gender Studies.

The project culminated as an exhibit in the UCF Library, which 
combined Anne Bubriski’s students conducting oral histories 
in WGST, Joo Kim’s students designing banners and graphics 
in SVAD, and historical documents and photos gathered 
by Mary Rubin and Eli Jimenez in SCUA. Along with M.C. 
Santana, Robert Cassanello (History) and Christopher Saclolo 
(SCUA) comprised the rest of the project team.  

The oral histories will remain in STARS, UCF’s digital 
repository, and the University Archives at the John C. Hitt 
Library. As for future plans, the project will continue, and the 
exhibit will see a revival for Women’s History Month 2021.
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STAUNCH  
SUPPORTERS

Our friends at the Learning Institute for Elders 
at UCF supported UCF Celebrates the Arts 
and the College of Arts and Humanities with a 
generous donation.



2019-20 was a banner year for fundraising in the College of Arts and Humanities.  
With a total amount raised of $6,229,890, the college surpassed all other UCF units  
in fundraising except Athletics. It wasn’t only about getting — the donations received 
allow the college to give, as well. In 2019-20, the college awarded 156 scholarships 
totaling $86,500. 

NOTABLE GIFTS

 ≠ In December 2019, CAH received its largest gift to date 
from Steve and Ashlee Liebel. The in-kind gift of art  
valued at $5,197,700 is a collection including 3,260 pieces 
of unframed lithographs. 

 ≠ Dr. Hussain Kassim and Mrs. Kulsoom Kassim created an 
endowed planned gift ($400,000) in support of Islamic 
Studies. The Kassim Foundation for Islamic Studies 
program will foster a broader awareness and understanding 
in Central Florida of the history, culture, tenants and 
contributions of Islam to science, literature, religious 
thought and other disciplines.  

 ≠ Roberta and Howard Brunet created a new endowed 
scholarship for music students with a preference for 
students who are first generation and working. 

DEAN’S EXECUTIVE COUNCIL

The DEC comprises Central Florida community leaders and 
visionaries who are committed to supporting the college. 
The dedicated members of this council increase the college’s 
visibility and outreach to the broader community. 

Judith Albertson
Carlos Barrios
Victor A. Diaz ’82

Judith M. Duda
Anna V. Eskamani ’12 ’15MNM ’15MPA

Stephen H. Goldman
Kate Kinsley ’79MS ’83PhD
Rita Lowndes

DEAN’S SOCIETIES

The Dean’s Societies are communities of arts and humanities 
donors who support the dean’s vision and goals through 
their annual commitment to philanthropy. The societies 
recognize leadership-level annual giving for a commitment of 
five years in the amounts of $1,000 and up for “Friends” and 
$5,000 and up for “Ambassadors.” The funds can support 
any area of the college.   

Annual gifts to CAH provide critical funding for scholarships, 
pressing needs within the college and specific areas of 
interest for donors (Marching Knights, UCF Celebrates the 
Arts, Study Abroad, etc.), and help the college recruit the 
best, brightest and most diverse faculty, staff and students 
to UCF. The need has never been greater. We are grateful to 
all friends of the college who give annually to support the 
UCF College of Arts and Humanities. 

ARTS AND HUMANITIES AMBASSADORS

Baker Barrios Architects 
Karen Branen
Bryan Cole ’84

Phil & Jane Easterling 
Robert & Ann ’78 Flick 
Rita & John Lowndes
Kate ’79MS ’83PhD  

& Joe Kinsley 

Jeffrey & Mindy Moore 
Mary Palmer
Rocky Santomassino ’93 
Margery Pabst Steinmetz  

& Chuck Steinmetz
Winter Park Sidewalk Art 

Festival Foundation Inc.

ARTS AND HUMANITIES FRIENDS

Matthew ’03 and Susan ’02 ’14EdD Dunn

John ’78 and Christine ’78 Robinson
Connie Lester

Treva Marshall
Margery Pabst Steinmetz
Sibille Pritchard
Eric Rosoff
Rocky Santomassino ’79

David Withee
Holly Kahn ’93, ex officio
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A Knight 
of Art

The College of Arts and Humanities Alumni Chapter hosted  

ECLECTIC KNIGHTS XI on January 9 at the Orlando Museum 

of Art. This event celebrated and featured original, multimedia artwork 

created by UCF alumni, faculty, staff and current students.  

Patrons listened to live music, mingled, connected with local  

organizations and viewed the work of local artists. New this year,  

creative writing students hosted readings in the museum’s theatre space.

View more photos at bit.ly/eclectic-knights-xi

UCF student Amaya Coleman  
shows off her work to  

UCF’s #1 fan: Knightro.
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Jagdish Chavda
Jagdish Chavda passed away in 

November 2019. Chavda was the first 
tenured professor to teach in the graphic 
design program, at the time housed in the UCF Art Department. 
He taught for more than 20 years, preparing students to meet the 
challenges of the rapidly changing field of study before taking on 
administrative roles, including a two-year appointment as Chair 
for the Art Department and as a student advisor. He retired from 
UCF in 2011.

Chavda received many awards for his art and teaching. Some 
notable recognitions include Outstanding Educators of America 
in 1975, Excellence in Graphic Design by the Board Report 
for Graphic Artists in 1980, and recipient of the Professional 
Excellence Program (PEP) award in 1999. Chavda also received 
several awards for graphic design for his cover of the Manual & 
Identification Guide to the United States Regular Issues: 1847-1934.

A 2006 article featuring Chavda in the Orlando Sentinel said, 
“Graphic artist Jagdish Chavda is an archivist of a different sort. 
His watercolor architectural paintings render landmark buildings 
of his native India, capturing the shared architectural language of 
the region’s diverse religious traditions.”

Johann Eyfells
Johann Eyfells, a founding faculty 

member of the School of Visual Arts 
and Design and a major influence on 
generations of artists, passed away in December 2019 at the 
age of 94. The former sculpture professor worked at UCF for 
30 years before his retirement in 1999. Eyfells worked with a 
variety of media, including metal, wood, paper, plastic and 
cloth, in an effort to document the interaction between time, 
space and gravity.

Eyfells is remembered for building the art geodesic domes 
on campus in 1968. Lacking space for sculpture and painting 
students to work, Eyfells and former studio art professor 
Steve D. Lotz thought innovatively about the problem and 
constructed the domes over a holiday weekend.  

“Johann Eyfells contributed to the UCF visual art program 
and its students with an enormous energy for the entirety 
of his career,” says Lotz. “After retiring Johann continued to 
use his Viking energy consistently in everything he did, even 
up to his last year. The UCF community has been enriched 
by his creativity, passion and spirit.”

Both professors’ artworks can be seen around UCF. Notably, the mace used in 
commencement was designed by Chavda. Eyfells created the concrete sculpture 
outside the Visual Arts building and the wall hanging in the Theatre building.

SVAD says goodbye to two artistic giants
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Right on Cue 
Theatre,s

New
Pegasus

Professor

Julia Listengarten is a theatre professor in a league of her own. Not 
only does she create and direct theatre performances, she also writes about 
contemporary playwriting and theatre-making – she’s published four books 
and over 20 articles in leading peer-reviewed journals. 

Dean Jeff Moore describes her as dynamic. “Julia is very diverse in her 
commitments. She has published with major journals but still has time to ‘run 
things’ at Theatre UCF. She’s never satisfied with the status quo and cares 
deeply about the program and our students. She always goes the extra mile.” 

While Listengarten says seeing her students up on stage is her biggest joy 
as a professor, she’s also been involved in two large, collaborative projects: 
Pegasus PlayLab and the Arts and Aging project. She began PlayLab in 
summer 2018 as a national festival to showcase new and emerging playwrights. 
Arts and Aging is a funded project to research the benefits of art to people with 
dementia and their caregivers. 

Her passion for teaching comes from her mother who was a conservatory 
music professor for 40 years. 

“I grew up surrounded by her students and observing her love for the arts 
and passion for teaching, and it was contagious,” she says. “I didn’t realize it 
back then, but it’s had a huge impact on me and it continues to. I report to her 
all of the time and share my passion with her.” 

Hear more from Julia at bit.ly/pegasus-prof-jl  

Listengarten joins five other CAH Pegasus Professors: José Fernández, 
Humberto López Cruz, Tison Pugh, Jeff Rupert and Stella Sung. 

“The arts foster creativity  
  and inspire change.”



Theatre for LIFE
Members from the Learning Institute 
for Elders at UCF, a group dedicated 
to the pursuit of life-long learning, 
toured the Theatre UCF facilities to 
see how the on-stage magic is made. 
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Texts & Technology students are expanding the borders of disciplines and engaging with humanities 
research across the platforms powering today’s society. Video games, podcasts and social media 
are among the new frontiers for digital humanities researchers looking to understand the impact of 
technology on our ways of learning, writing, reading and collaborating. Here are a few examples of the 
cutting-edge, boundary-pushing work being accomplished by T&T students and their collaborators.

Reimagining 
Creative Code

Great research is driven by collaboration: at 
this year’s Narrascope conference, a team of 
faculty and students is demonstrating how 
collaboration can help reimagine disciplines. 
With “IF.then(): Teaching Programming 
Concepts Using Interactive Fiction,” Kenton 
Taylor Howard, Dan Cox, Rachel Donley and 
T&T faculty member John Murray are working 
together to share approaches to teaching 
programming through interactive fiction tools 
that let students create playable stories. This 
fusion of storytelling and play invites people 
with no experience in programming to explore 
their potential through computational creativity.

Understanding New 
Narrative Platforms

Lauren Rouse’s work on “The Audio Media 
Revolution: The Influence of Podcasts on 
the Creation of Fandom, Fanon, and Cultural 
Responses,” presented at the Fan Studies 
Network North American 2019 conference, 
explores the podcast revolution and how these 
new iterations of oral, collaborative storytelling 
connect to older forms of storytelling. By 
examining the extensive fandom for podcasts like 
Welcome to Nightvale and Serial on Reddit, Rouse 
reveals both the familiar and the unexpected in 
our changing relationships with narrative.

Analyzing Twitter 
Controversy

As social media platforms such as Twitter 
play an increasing role in mediating political 
debate, Sahar Eissa and Daria Sinyagovskaya 
have taken on the new opportunities for 
analyzing rhetoric and discourse in real-time. 
Their work, “A Critical Discourse Analysis for 
CNN, MSNBC and FOX News Twitter accounts 
on the coverage of Kavanaugh sexual assault 
allegations story,” presented at the Cultural 
Studies Association conference in 2019, draws 
on humanist traditions of rhetorical analysis 
while addressing current challenges of news 
and debate on contentious platforms plagued 
by trolling and automated “bot” accounts.

Creating New 
Learning Experiences

T&T students don’t just study emerging platforms: 
they develop experiences to engage audiences 
outside academia and explore the potential of 
technology to change how people learn. Daniel 
King's casual game prototype Field of Cures 
raises awareness of ethical issues in science 
through a puzzle game focused on hybridizing 
flowers. Building on his own background in 
science and the programming and design skills 
he’s developed as a digital media specialist, King 
has seen the project through from concept to 
playable game. He debuted his game as part of 
the Electronic Literature Organization Media Arts 
Festival, hosted virtually by UCF.

Rethinking Political 
Engagement

Supporting political candidates is often thought 
of as a rational, logical process of weighing 
their platforms, but did you know that writing 
fan fiction also helps voters envision other 
possibilities and gain a greater understanding 
of politics? Rachel Winter’s article, “Fanon 
Bernie Sanders: Political Real Person Fan 
Fiction and the Construction of a Candidate,” 
published in the journal Transformative Works 
and Cultures, explored how engaging with 
candidates can be a process of emotion, 
storytelling and sometimes outright invention.

REINVENTING THE HUMANITIES



Making Headlines
From Hamilton to online 

cheating to the post office, 

historian David Head is 

contributing to national 

conversations about current 

events. A scholar of early 

America, the History instructor’s 

areas of research include 

George Washington, the 

Founding Fathers and the 

American Revolution. His book 

A Crisis of Peace: George Washington, the Newburgh 

Conspiracy, and the Fate of the American Revolution  

(Pegasus Books) has been named as a finalist for the 

2020 George Washington Book Prize.

When History instructor Kevin 

Mercer ’12 ’17MA offered 

his students an extra credit 

assignment about COVID-19,  

he figured his students would 

have creative responses, but 

he wasn’t expecting the assignment to go viral. 

However, when he shared the assignment on Twitter, 

it garnered national attention and he has since been 

featured in articles in The Washington Post and USA 

Today and has been interviewed on the radio. The 

assignment was to select one item other than a mask 

that a historian 100 years in the future should feature 

in an exhibit about COVID-19. What would you 

select? Visit ucf.edu/pegasus/to-capture-a-moment

The Kurds targeted in a 

Turkish attack include 

thousands of female fighters 

who battled the Islamic 

State, says Middle East 

scholar Haidar Khezri. In 

an opinion piece published on The Conversation, the 

assistant professor of modern languages explained 

how Kurdish troops have long fought for freedom — 

and women’s equality — on battlegrounds across the 

Middle East.

English associate professor 

David James Poissant’s novel 

Lake Life made waves when 

it hit the shelves. Poissant 

launched the book at a sold-

out virtual event and will be 

continuing a virtual tour through 

the fall. Among other great 

reviews, The New York Times 

said, “His prose throughout 

is sure-footed and intelligent. 

Wincing scenes are leavened with moments of grace 

and mournful nostalgia. Poissant also leaves room for 

absorbing discussions of art, the socioeconomics of 

vacation property development, and religion.” Lake 

Life, published in summer 2020 by Simon & Schuster, 

is forthcoming in five languages.

▶ More highlights at news.cah.ucf.edu

UCF faculty frequently lend their expertise to national and international media 
outlets. Here are a few contributions from our faculty in the humanities.
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FOR THE BOOKS
For Creative Writing student 
Adam Byko ’20MFA, a link 
in The Atlantic book review 
to his interview of Emily St. 
John Mandel was a great way 
to cap off his time at UCF. He 
interviewed the Station Eleven 
author while she was in town for 
the 2019 NEA Big Read: Central Florida, and more than a 
year later, the article popped up again in the prestigious 
publication. Now with degree in hand, Byko is continuing 
to write and publish short fiction while pursuing a career in 
higher education.

EPITOME OF 
HONOR
Taylor Pryor ’20, CAH’s 
Founders’ Day Award 
recipient, had many 
achievements before she 
earned that honor. A U.S. Air 
Force veteran, the first-generation 
English literature major and honors 
student also received UCF’s most prestigious student award, 
Order of Pegasus. Pryor is headed to Cornell University to earn 
a doctoral degree in English, ultimately, “to make a difference 
within higher education” as a female professor of color. “While 
in the Air Force,” says Pryor, “I was taught three core values: 
integrity first, service before self, and excellence in all we do. 
Although it is a military motto, I have adopted it and used it as 
a model of how to approach every task. I absolutely love what I 
do, and I could not imagine doing anything else.”  

A HEAVENLY 
PARTNERSHIP 
In a nod to the university’s 
historical connection with 
space exploration, the 
new Celeste Hotel on the 
UCF campus has partnered 
with the School of Visual Arts 
and Design to bring this sense of 
discovery and adventure to the hotel. Each room in the 
hotel showcases a curated collection of space- and celestial-
themed artworks created by UCF students. The artists include 
Marcos Carrasco, Anthony DeSanto ’19, Colleen 
Falco, Emily Fisher ’20, Connor Peters ’20, and 
Jacob Wan ’17 ’20MFA.

A SECOND CAREER 
Photography student Michele 
Meyers was selected to 
exhibit in the Atlantic Center 
for the Arts’ 31st Annual 
University Student Exhibition 
— the third UCF student in as 
many years to be selected for 
the honor. The exhibition honors 
outstanding work from Florida’s state 
university art students. Meyers was nominated by School of 
Visual Arts and Design associate professor Laine Wyatt for 
her current body of work, which includes glimpses of various 
people existing within their different confines. “I have always 
been drawn to the divergent nature of life and the way people 
maneuver within it,” Meyers said of her work. Photography is 
Meyer’s second career; after years in the fitness industry, she 
found her passion in art and isn’t looking back. Her next steps? 
Build her business… and keep learning!

Before they even walked across  
the commencement stage, these  
CAH students made big moves  
within their fields of study.

STUDENT 
SUCCESS
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Caroline Castille ’15 

UCF Alumni 30 Under 30 Awardee 

Self-starter Caroline Castille has never been 
afraid to pursue her passions. Castille, 
who majored in Spanish and finance 
at UCF, is currently focused on growing 
two businesses: Clickable Impact, her ad 
agency, and bSteps Dancewear, a dance 
footwear business that she started in 
college. The alumna stays committed to 
her alma mater by recruiting Knights and 
providing opportunities in her businesses. 
She and her partner started the agency in 
2019 with three employees and have since 
surpassed 25. 

Jaquira Díaz ’06 
Whiting Award Winner, Nonfiction 

English alumna Jaquira Díaz was one of ten 
2020 Whiting Award winners for emerging 
writers, earning her a $50,000 prize. Her 
debut memoir Ordinary Girls is about her 
coming of age in the projects of Puerto Rico 
and Miami Beach. Taking creative writing 
courses at UCF helped Díaz realize she 
would become a writer one day. “I learned 
discipline, drive, focus. I learned not to 
wait for inspiration, to keep writing, keep 
reading, keep learning.” She credits her UCF 
instructors for helping her get started. “They 
made me feel seen, like they understood my 
vision, like they believed in my work.”  

Mike Diaz ’06 ’10MFA 
CBS Writers Mentoring Program 

History and film alumnus Mike Diaz was 
one of six writers chosen for the CBS Writers 
Mentoring Program to help him develop 
material for television and provide him 
access to agents, managers, executives, 
showrunners and producers. He has 
traveled to six continents while working 
with National Geographic and has worked 
for 20th Century Fox. After the program, 
Diaz landed his first staff writer job on 
CBS’ reboot of Magnum P.I. His advice 
for students? “The best way to get better 
is to just write…. You can’t control when 
you’ll get opportunities, but you can control 
whether you’ll be ready for them or not.” 

Khalifa White ’16 
Broadway Debut

Musical Theatre alumna Khalifa White was 
among the fan-voted final three actresses 
up for the leading role of Roxie Hart in 
the Tony-winning Chicago revival. White’s 
prior stage credits include the national tour 
of School of Rock and regional turns in 
Hairspray, Dreamgirls and The Bodyguard. 
White was juggling callbacks for Chicago 
and Roundabout Theatre’s revival of 
Caroline, or Change, and it paid off –  
she was cast in Caroline, or Change. 
The show is scheduled for the 2021-22 
Broadway season.

Arts and humanities alumni inspire and lead in their industries.
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ON VIEW AT THE GALLERY
The UCF Art Gallery serves as a catalyst for visual arts experiences and education, culture and community 
engagement by providing a framework for intellectual and creative inquiry. In the 2019-20 academic year, 
the gallery hosted exhibitions and programming that examined cultural and social contexts while supporting 
contemporary art practices. Learn more at gallery.cah.ucf.edu.

EXHIBITIONS
a. The 2019 Annual Faculty 
Exhibition showcased the artistic 
research and practice of the School of 
Visual Arts & Design faculty.

 
b. Curated by Erika Hirugami, 
Coalesce featured twelve Latinx 
artists in a range of mediums 
and installations. The exhibition 
explored multiculturism and gave 
voice to individuals who have 
hybrid intersectionalities.

 
c. The Fall 2019 SVAD Biannual 
BFA Exhibition: Allegoria 
showcased undergraduate students 
studying in book arts, ceramics, 
drawing, experimental animation, 
illustration, painting, photography, 
printmaking and sculpture.

 
d. GAUDNEKOLOR POP, a solo 
exhibition by Walter Gaudnek, 
celebrated the artist’s 50th and final 
year as a professor at UCF.

 
 e. Party for One and Compulsory 
were simultaneous solo exhibitions 
that showcased the thesis work of 
the Spring 2020 Master of Fine Arts 

candidates: Jason Fronczek ’16 ’20MFA 
and Jacob Zhefu Wan ’17 ’20MFA, as 
well as a special section dedicated to 
the late Marlenys Rojas-Reid ’99 ’01 
’12MA, an MFA student who lost her 
battle to cancer in the fall of 2019.

 
f. COVID-19 disrupted the spring 
biannual BFA exhibitions, forcing the 
showcases for graduating students 
to exist in an all-digital format. 
Menagerie included an exhibition 
and showcase for students majoring 
in book arts, ceramics, drawing, 
illustration, painting, photography, 
printmaking and sculpture. 
Emergence was a showcase for 
experimental animation graduates.

 
g. Virtual artist and scholar talks were 
hosted during the month of April in 
lieu of the scheduled Precarious 
Memories: Artists Respond to 
War exhibition as part of the NEA 
Big Read: Central Florida. See more 
on page 22.

“As a Hispanic serving institution, [UCF’s] 
gallery programming is at the forefront 
of dialogues about intersectionality and 
other Latinx issues. It was an honor to 
work alongside a team that cares so deeply 
about their student body population.”

Erika Hirugami 

MAAB | Founder & CEO at CuratorLove
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TAKING 
THE STAGE

Theatre UCF’s 2019-20 season celebrated the history and influence of female playwrights. 
The season featured two Pulitzer Prize-winning plays by women and a play by a 17th 
century spy turned literary icon. From political to personal, these plays explore a wide 
array of themes that are a testament to the unique points of view of these writers.  
Here are the stories told on our stage this year.



#GodHatesYou
By Emily Dendinger

Pegasus PlayLab’s developmental production 
on the UCF main stage, #GodHatesYou explored 
issues around faith, personal responsibility and 
the dangers of social media in promoting religious 
and political hatred. 

“If there is something to take away from this 
play, it’s that ‘Words matter.’” 
– Cynthia White, Director 

Sweat
By Lynn Nottage 

This Pulitzer Prize-winning play takes a hard  
look at the country’s economic inequality 
across racial lines. The play also reminds us 
of the importance of friendship, compassion 
and perseverance in times of adversity. Sweat 
was named one of the Orlando Sentinel’s Top 
Productions of 2019, MFA Acting student Christy 
Clark was recognized for her outstanding 
performance and faculty member Cynthia White 
was recognized for her direction. 

A Gentleman’s Guide  
to Love and Murder 
Book and lyrics by Robert L. Freedman  
Music and lyrics by Steven Lutvak 

This Tony Award-winning musical comedy offers 
a delightful mix of brilliant satire, love story and a 
bit of murder mystery. 

“Esmeralda Nazario and especially Karissa 
Dumbacher sparkle as the female members 
of the story’s love triangle.” 
– Matt Palm, Orlando Sentinel

“Ryan Koch has… the right demeanor to 
make the audience root for his character, 
despite the dastardly deeds.”
– Matt Palm, Orlando Sentinel

Water by the Spoonful
By Quiara Alegría Hudes

This Pulitzer Prize-winning play is a heartfelt 
meditation about lives torn apart by addiction, 
war trauma and family estrangement. A 
captivating collage of characters’ stories and 
memories, Water by the Spoonful is a poetic 
contemplation on the importance of human 
connection and empathy. 

“What I’ve found in this rehearsal process is 
that we can all connect to these characters.” 
– Bianca Alama, Assistant Director 

The Rover
By Aphra Behn

This Restoration comedy is both a reflection and 
critique of 17th-century England’s sexist attitudes 
toward gender, amorous relationship and marriage. 
Full of mistaken identities and farcical intrigues, 
the dazzling comedy invokes parallels between the 
Restoration characters’ amoral behaviors and the 
sexist tendencies that unfortunately continue to exist 
in today’s society. 

“Darren Escarcha-Cajipo, who played multiple 
roles in Theatre UCF’s Gentleman’s Guide 
to Love and Murder with great effect, here 
again demonstrates a knack for comic timing 
and how to be funny while still being true to 
your character. Ritchie Rodriguez, making his 
Theatre UCF debut, also shows comic prowess 
in both timing and physicality.” 
– Matt Palm, Orlando Sentinel 

Urinetown
By Mark Hollmann and Greg Kotis

Due to the campus closure in March, Urinetown 
performances slated for March and April were 
canceled. A bold satirical comedy, this musical 
is a critique of greed, bureaucracy, legal system 
and corporate power that denies access to public 
restrooms for the good people of Urinetown.  Infused 
with references to the musical theatre canon, it 
also offers a mix of parody and celebration of the 
Broadway musical as a theatrical form. 
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Throughout the year, we love sharing stories about our faculty, 
students and alumni and how they shape creativity, culture and 
collaboration. Here are a few of our favorites.

Socializing

@UCFCAH

@UCF.CAH

Follow 
along! 

46     UCF COLLEGE OF ARTS AND HUMANITIES  



Looking back at 2019-20, the year 
was challenging. UCF opened its 
downtown campus and the digital 
media program joined the Florida 
Interactive Entertainment Academy, 
which was already located at UCF 
Downtown. The new digital media 
computer labs initially produced 
technical challenges; but we forged 
ahead under the steady faculty 
leadership of professor Natalie 
Underberg-Goode. The Maker Space 
opened for creative projects and 
research. FIEA faculty, whom have 
traditionally only taught graduate-
level courses in the academy, 
taught alongside colleagues in the 
undergraduate digital media program 
and contributed to the synergy of 
their programs. On the main campus, 
Film and Mass Media collaborated in 
the utilization of film and broadcast 
facilities with associate professor 
William Kinnally, taking the lead.  

Through it all, faculty and students 
persevered and succeeded.Here are a 
few highlights representing only some 
of the shining stars. 

FILM AND MASS MEDIA
Associate professor Lisa Mills and 

Robert Cassanello (History) brought 
another award-winning documentary 
to life. Filthy Dreamers is based 
on events where religious activists 
in the 1920s called students at the 
Florida State College for Women 
“filthy dreamers” for learning 
about evolution.  

Film students won prizes. For 
example, at the second annual 
Vibrant Media Productions Film 
Festival, Egghead & Twinkie, directed 
by Sarah Holland ’19 (pictured above), 
won the grand prize. Film alumni 
continued to draw raves, including 
Corey Frost ’10, nominated for a 
Sports Emmy, and Mike Diaz ’06 
’10MFA who was one of only six to 
participate in the esteemed 2019-20 
CBS Writers Mentoring Program (see 
Page 41).

GAMES AND 
INTERACTIVE MEDIA

For the second year, the digital 
media undergraduate program 
was ranked in the top 15 programs 
nationally. Associate professor 
Anastasia Salter, and assistant 
professor Mel Stanfill garnered an 
NEH grant to help faculty learn 
to explore and document digital 
cultures and their impact on society; 
and Fulbright Scholar and assistant 
professor Matthew Mosher received 

the 2020 NSCM Outstanding Creative 
Activity Award. Natalie Underberg-
Goode was inducted into the Scroll 
and Quill Society. Students benefitted 
from faculty mentorship, as evidenced 
by Thomas Pring ’20 (pictured below 
left) who worked in two digital media 
research labs—Limbitless Solutions 
with Peter Smith ’05MS ’12PhD 
and the Harrington Lab with Maria 
Harrington—to level up from gamer 
to virtual reality game designer.

FLORIDA INTERACTIVE 
ENTERTAINMENT 
ACADEMY

UCF’s graduate game design 
program under the direction of Ben 
Noel was once again ranked #1 in 
North America according to The 
Princeton Review and PC Gamer in 
2020. This is the second time in the 
past five years that UCF’s interactive 
entertainment graduate program has 
taken the top spot. Always ahead of 
the game, FIEA created a new app — 
“2 Step Cleaning” — to aid in the fight 
against the coronavirus pandemic. 
FIEA students continued to stand 
out as Neri St. Charles was one of 10 
to win the prestigious Randy Pausch 
Scholarship from the Academy of 
Interactive Arts and Sciences. 

As the year progressed, NSCM 
confronted COVID-19 pandemic in 
much the same way as other UCF 
programs. But adapting highly 
technical and equipment-intensive 
programs to a remote, online format 
was no easy feat. Now NSCM faces 
another challenge and opportunity. 
Effective July 1, NSCM moved to 
the College of Sciences. NSCM will 
continue to partner with faculty and 
programs in the College of Arts and 
Humanities as we strive to provide 
the best educational experiences 
possible for our students.

— Robert S. Littlefield,  
founding director and professor
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For the third straight year, UCF 
English was named Best Online 

Bachelor’s Program in English by 
Bestcolleges.com. The department’s 
strength continues to be the quality 
of its internationally recognized and 
award-winning faculty and their 
commitment to the students and to 
the broader Orlando community. 
Jake Wolff’s debut novel, The History 
of Living Forever, received starred 
reviews from Entertainment Weekly, 
Publishers Weekly and Booklist, and 
made the Indie Next List for June of 
2019. Micah Hicks was one of only 
thirty-six writers in the country 
to be named a 2020 NEA Creative 
Writing Fellow, and his second 
novel, Break the Bodies, Haunt the 
Bones, was published this year to 
critical acclaim. Tison Pugh was 
honored with the Teaching Literature 
Book Award for Jews in Medieval 
England: Teaching Representations 
of the Other, an international award 
bestowed biennially and hosted 
by Idaho State University. Terry 
Thaxton received UCF’s Learning 
Institute for Elders award for 
her work with the Literary Arts 
Partnership, while Cecilia Rodríguez 
Milanés and Brenda Peynado were 
winners of the Gloria Anzaldúa 
Research Excellence Award, which 
supports faculty members pursuing 

advanced research of value to 
women’s and gender studies. 

The department was equally 
successful with large grants. Sonia 
Stephens was an integral part of the 
interdisciplinary team awarded $3.4 
million from the National Academies 
of Sciences to help people make 
better housing choices based on 
understandings of hazard risks. Mark 
Kamrath, co-director of the Center 
for Humanities & Digital Research, 
was the principal investigator on 
a $193,736 NEH Challenge Grant 
to expand center space, research 
and public programming. English 
faculty expanded their involvement 
in a variety of community endeavors 
as well, including the Literary Arts 
Partnership, which strengthened 
its partnerships with UCF’s Florida 
Prison Education Project and 
the Juvenile Justice Detention 
Center in Sanford and created a 
new partnership with the Orlando 
Youth Alliance. English faculty 
also continued their participation 
in several successful student-run 
programs, including the PARCELS 
Graduate Reading Series, the 

Graduate Writers’ Association, The 
Cypress Dome literary magazine 
and the Future Technical 
Communicators’ Club. In 2019, 
Aquifer, the interdisciplinary online 
supplement to The Florida Review, 
was named a finalist in the Best 
Debut Magazine category of the 
Community of Literary Magazines 
and Presses’ Firecracker Awards. 

Perhaps the department’s greatest 
achievement is the impressive 
accomplishments of its students. 
English literature major Taylor Pryor 
received Order of Pegasus, UCF’s 
most prestigious student honor. 
English major Jada Reyes won the 
2020 Information Technologies and 
Resources Outstanding Student 
Support award for her participation 
in a series of research modules 
created by Barry Mauer and 
humanities librarian John Venecek. 
Alumna Jaquira Díaz was named 
one of the ten winners of the 2020 
Whiting Award for emerging writers, 
earning her a $50,000 prize. 

— Trey Philpotts, chair 

D
E

P
A

R
T

M
E

N
T

 O
F
   

e
n

g
li
sh

.c
a
h

.u
c
f.

e
d

u
  
  
EN

GL
IS

H

48     UCF COLLEGE OF ARTS AND HUMANITIES   2019-20 YEAR IN REVIEW



The History Department continues to 
thrive, even with all that is happening. 
Our faculty is growing; we welcomed 
two new professors this year: Tadashi 
Ishikawa (gender/modern Japan) and 
Rochisha Narayan (South Asia). RICHES, 
Africana Studies, Judaic Studies and 
other programs offered workshops and 
lectures to the community on topics 
from Florida’s environment to the link 
between the law and women’s sexual and 
reproductive health. Faculty and students 
conducted research close to home, in 
Parramore and Eatonville, throughout 
Florida for the Veterans History Project 
and the Veterans Legacy Program, and 
across the globe in places including 
Armenia, Britain, China and the former 
Soviet Union.  

Faculty and students won numerous 
awards and accolades. The Association 
to Preserve the Eatonville Community 
presented UCF with an award recognizing 
the long-term partnership in which 
many of our faculty and students 
have participated. Filthy Dreamers, 

a documentary on censorship in the 
classroom created by Burnett Honors 
College students under the supervision 
of Robert Cassanello (History) and 
Lisa Mills (Film) and featuring Connie 
Lester (History) as narrator, won the 
2020 Ogeechee International History 
Film Festival award for Best Student 
Film. Duncan Hardy received the 2019 
Gladstone Prize from the Royal Historical 
society for his book on the Holy Roman 
Empire, and Gramond McPherson ’19MA, 
won the 2020 Governor LeRoy Collins 
award for outstanding graduate thesis on 
Florida history.  

Students and faculty have contributed 
to understanding the COVID-19 
pandemic. Andrew Kishuni, an 
Accelerated BA/MA student, drew on his 
honors research on the 1918 influenza 
pandemic in Florida to place COVID-19 
in historical perspective for the Orlando 
Sentinel. An extra-credit assignment 
by adjunct instructor Kevin Mercer ’12 
’17MA, received global attention for asking 
students to select an item that a historian 

100 years from now would feature in an 
exhibit on COVID-19, with coverage in 
The Washington Post and USA Today.

— Peter Larson, chair

DEPARTMENT OF   

HISTORY history.cah.ucf.edu
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The Department of Modern 
Languages and Literatures has 

had a busy year, adding Haitian 
Creole as the eleventh language we 
teach, alongside our Latin American 
Studies and Teaching English 
for Speakers of Other Languages 
programs. Regular extracurricular 
activities have included weekly game 
days and conversation hours in a 
variety of languages, as well as events 
celebrating holidays, food and art 
from around the world. In addition, 
we offered a series on the Quechua 
language, as well as virtual live 
teaching sessions that linked TESOL 
students with English learners across 
the globe.  

MLL students can be credited with 
wide-ranging accomplishments this 
year. Two LAS students published 
work in external venues, the Ital-
ian Club was awarded a fellowship 
from the National Italian-American 
Foundation and the Spanish program 
worked with local circuit courts as 
part of the legal translation certifi-
cate program. A number of students 
also participated in department-led 
study abroad programs in Cuba, 
Italy, Russia, Peru and France.  

Faculty boast noteworthy 
achievements as well. Two tenure-
track assistant professors joined us 
this year, seven instructors/lecturers 

were promoted and two visiting 
instructors have earned permanent 
positions in the department. Faculty 
members garnered four UCF and 
CAH awards for teaching and 
research. Another colleague was 
recognized by a national Excellence 
in Teaching award from the Central 
Association of Russian Teachers of 
America. This was also a special year 
for MLL administrative staff, who 
were honored with a UCF Employee-
of-the-Month distinction and a CAH 
Staff Recognition Award.  

Partnerships continued to 
benefit students and faculty alike. A 
grant-funded, multi-departmental, 
faculty-student project resulted in 
an Award of Merit at the Southern 
Shorts Film Festival. MLL renewed 
its engagement with the Peace 
Corps’s Paul D. Coverdell Fellows 
program, which supports returning 
Peace Corps volunteers pursuing an 
M.A. in TESOL. Faculty in French 
and Francophone Studies organized 
the first Central Florida Haitian-
American Community Forum, 
featuring political and business 

leaders from our area discussing 
community issues and professional 
opportunities. 

Even in the face of this spring’s 
extraordinary circumstances, this 
has been a satisfying and productive 
year. More than anything else, 
today’s unprecedented challenges 
have affirmed the dedication, 
adaptability and strength of our 
faculty, staff and students, and 
we look forward to sustaining our 
momentum into 2020-21.

— Geri Smith, chair
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The School of Performing Arts is a 
bastion of creativity, and this year brought 
out the creativity of faculty and students in 
unanticipated ways. In the final weeks of 
the spring semester, our talented and hard-
working faculty rose to the challenges we 
faced by COVID-19 to move courses online, 
finding unique and innovative approaches 
in a discipline where human connection is 
at its core. 

Prior to our change in course, our 
students and faculty presented hundreds of 
performances in music, theatre and dance. 
Some highlights from the year include 
a critically acclaimed theatre season, 
incredible guest artists at the UCF-Orlando 
Jazz Festival and a spectacular final choral 
concert for our retiring choral director. The 
UCF Wind Ensemble received the honor 
of being invited to play at the CBDNA 
Southern Conference this spring, and the 
Marching Knights celebrated their 40th 
year on campus (see Page 20-21).

We welcomed visiting professor 
Ayelet Golan from Israel, who spent the 
fall teaching our theatre students about 
integrating puppetry and objects into 
theatrical performance, and six new 
professors finished their first year. Our 
beloved choral director, the internationally 
celebrated David Brunner, retired after 30 
years at UCF and was honored as FMEA’s 
College Educator of the year. Theatre UCF’s 
Artistic Director Julia Listengarten was 
named a Pegasus Professor, and costume 
designer Kristina Tollefson was promoted 
to full professorship after her many years 
of distinguished service. The school 
launched a new MFA track in Themed 
Experience under the direction of Peter 
Weishar, putting UCF at the forefront of 
the industry (see Page 12). Many faculty 
were awarded with university honors this 
year (see Page 60).

Our students and alumni continue to 
impress us with their dedication and hard 

work. The Disney “Path to Cast” program, 
a partnership with Walt Disney World, 
in which stage management and design 
tech students observe rehearsals and 
receive hands-on training, saw students 
reach the last level of the program. 
Gabriela Mercado ’19 landed a production 
coordinator job for Disney Theatricals in 
New York, working on Aladdin and Beauty 
and the Beast. Mitchell Gribbroek ’15 was 
awarded a percussion position with The 
United States Army Field Band. Heeseung 
Lee, an international bassoon student 
from Korea, won the concerto competition 
and won first place in the young artist 
competition. Ethan Rich ’20 traveled to 
New York City to appear in a reading for 
a Broadway show and was invited back 
for a second reading. These are just a 
few examples of our student and alumni 
achievements, and we are proud of the 
many accomplishments from this past year. 

— Michael Wainstein, director

SCHOOL OF   

PERFORMING ARTS performingarts.cah.ucf.edu
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The Department of Philosophy 
provided award-winning efforts in 
teaching and research in the disciplines 
of philosophy, religion, humanities, 
cultural studies, cognitive sciences and 
ethics, and, starting in fall 2020, we will 
be offering a new certificate program in 
Interfaith Dialogue.

New book publications included 
“Understanding Digital Ethics: Cases 
and Contexts” (Routledge) by Jonathan 
Beever, Nancy Stanlick and Rudy 
McDaniel and “What Has No Place, 
Remains: The Challenges for Indigenous 
Religious Freedom in Canada Today” 
(University of Toronto Press) by Nicholas 
Shrubsole. Also, Luciana Garbayo 
co-edited a special issue of Synthese, 
a prestigious international journal of 
epistemology on “Medical Knowledge in a 
Social World.”

The focus on the study of ethics 
continues to be a strength of the 
department, and Jonathan Beever 

became the director of the newly-founded 
UCF Center for Ethics. Additionally, we 
sponsored the UCF Ethics Bowl teams 
that participated in regional ethics 
bowl competitions, and their excellent 
performance led them to qualify for a 
third consecutive year for the highly 
competitive national Intercollegiate 
Ethics Bowl, in which they placed 10th 
out of 36 teams with a 3-1 record.

This year we welcomed Stacey 
DiLiberto, a new lecturer in humanities 
and cultural studies, and Sabatino 
DiBernardo and Jeanine Viau were 
promoted to senior lecturer and 
associate lecturer, respectively. Our 
award winners for this year were many, 
including Ann Gleig, who was honored 
by Rice University with a Distinguished 
Alumna Award; Luciana Garbayo, who 
was recognized as the Undergraduate 
Research Mentor of the Year by the 
Florida Undergraduate Research Council; 
Steve Fiore, who received a Luminary 

Award; Jonathan Beever and Luis Favela, 
who received Research Incentive Awards; 
Ann Gleig and Lanlan Kuang, who 
received Mid-Career Refresh Awards; 
Nicholas Shrubsole, who was selected for 
an Excellence in Undergraduate Teaching 
Award; and Sabatino DiBernardo and 
Nicholas Shrubsole, who received 
Teaching Incentive Awards. Shelley Park 
was recognized for her 30 years of service 
to UCF. These awards do well to highlight 
the excellent research and teaching 
contributions of our faculty members.

— Michael Strawser, chair

DEPARTMENT OF   

PHILOSOPHY philosophy.cah.ucf.edu
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The Texts & Technology doctoral 
program, an interdisciplinary program 
drawing on the expertise of faculty 
across the college, has continued to 
grow with another record-high year of 
applications. In a year of unexpected 
challenges, T&T’s focus on exploring the 
impact of technology on the humanities 
(and humanity) has been more 
timely than ever. 

Many T&T faculty and students 
collaborated on exciting and timely new 
research projects this year. Current T&T 
student and Indian River State College 
faculty member Mia Tignor received 
a NEH grant for her project “Infusing 
African American Culture into the 
Digital Learning Space,” which will both 
enable essential work in serving her 
college’s online students through digital 
humanities innovation and support her 
dissertation work in T&T. Current T&T 
students also published peer-reviewed 
work on pressing topics. For example, 
Kirk Lundblade addressed essential 

intersections of politics and video games 
in an article for the Journal of Gaming 
& Virtual Worlds, while Rachel Winter 
collaborated on new work examining the 
ethical challenges presented by the open 
source code of “Deepfakes,” a tool for fake 
video generation. 

T&T’s Anastasia Salter and Mel 
Stanfill were awarded an NEH Institutes 
for Advanced Topics in the Digital 
Humanities grant to host “Understanding 
Digital Culture,” an institute dedicated 
to sharing ideas and methods for 
using digital technologies to advance 
humanities research and teaching. While 
the public health challenges moved the 
institute online, the project still brought 
faculty and graduate students from 
across the country and abroad together 
to collaborate on internet research in 
June 2020.  

As part of T&T’s mission to become a 
hub of the research community, students 
and faculty from T&T spent the year 
collaborating to bring two international 

conferences to UCF in summer 2020: 
the international Electronic Literature 
Organization Conference and Media Arts 
Festival 2020, a celebration of the future 
of narrative as mediated by technology; 
and the 31st ACM Conference on Hypertext 
and Social Media (HT’20) dedicated to the 
theories and systems underlying the web. 
While both conferences have been moved 
online as a result of the public health 
crisis, T&T faculty and students will 
still be sharing new critical and creative 
work while exploring new possibilities 
for virtual events. 

As our society and university adapt 
to new challenges of virtualization and 
the mediation of public life through our 
screens, T&T students, alumni and faculty 
will continue to lead the way. 

— Anastasia Salter, director

TEXTS & TECHNOLOGY, PH.D. tandt.cah.ucf.edu
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Despite the challenges of the 2019-
20 academic year, the School of Visual 
Arts and Design completed another 
productive year with many student, 
faculty and staff accomplishments. 
SVAD has 1,800 student majors and 
graduated approximately 300 students 
this year. We hired two new staff 
members, a machine shop manager 
and an office support assistant for our 
advising team. Our programs continue 
to rank nationally, with highlights 
including our animation programs 
ranking in the top 3 percent of national 
public colleges and our graphic design 
program being ranked in the top ten 
of the South.  

Ten SVAD individuals were selected 
this year as finalists in the ArtFields 
2020 competition. The 31st Atlantic 
Center for the Arts University Student 
Exhibition featured works by one of 
our photography students (see pg. 40). 
Several of our current students and 
alumna received 2020 Addy Awards. 

Last year’s animated shorts have been 
featured at 161 festivals and won 78 
awards worldwide and one of our 
animation alumnae worked on the 
Pixar film Toy Story 4. Other students 
and alumni showcased work at diverse 
venues from Reddit to Adobe to the 
Food Network. Students and faculty 
were active in the community, as 
evidenced by many activities sponsored 
by the William and Alice Jenkins 
Community Arts endowment.  

In terms of faculty accomplishments, 
six faculty members were promoted this 
year. One faculty member collaborated 
on a $3M PTSD virtual reality therapy 
project and worked with Limbitless 
to design and paint 3D bionic limbs 
for the first clinical trial for 3D 
printed bionics for children in the 
U.S. Additional grants were awarded 
this year from Adobe, Tijuana Flats 
and the Pabst Steinmetz Foundation. 
SVAD faculty members had their 
work showcased at prestigious venues 

including the National Gallery of Art 
and the contemporary arts publication 
Art in America. A gift for the former 
head coach of the US Women’s National 
Soccer Team was designed by one of 
SVAD’s faculty. Lastly, after 50 years of 
devoted service, one of SVAD’s painting 
faculty has retired.  

— Rudy McDaniel ’99 ’01MA ’03 ’04PhD, 
director

SCHOOL OF   

VISUAL ARTS & DESIGN svad.cah.ucf.edu
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The Department of Writing and 
Rhetoric reinvented its strategies for 
community building as UCF’s 2019-
20 academic year was impacted by 
challenges such as Hurricane Dorian’s 
potential path and the Coronavirus 
outbreak. Despite the obstacles, DWR 
persisted in using rhetorical and 
pedagogical expertise to enact the 
community-building activities that 
remain a hallmark of this department. 

Our sponsored events prompted 
writers and researchers to share their 
work within and across communities. 
Knights Write celebrated its 10th 
annual event, combining first-year 
and upper-division research posters 
and presentations and recognizing 
exemplary publications in Stylus: A 
Journal of First Year Writing; Imprint, 
a student online magazine; and 
Convergence Rhetoric, a peer-reviewed 
research journal. Other events such as 
the University Writing Center’s Open 
Mic Night, featuring keynote speaker 
Dez Deshaies and awarding the annual 
Tutor’s Prize, extended community 
beyond departmental courses 
and programs. 

DWR faculty continued to 
demonstrate their expertise within the 
teaching community. Megan Lambert, 
Melissa Pompos Mansfield and Adele 
Richardson received TIP awards 
and Matthew Bryan received a CAH 
Excellence in Undergraduate Teaching 
Award. Further, Vanessa Calkins, 
Melissa Pompos Mansfield, Laurie A. 
Pinkert and Emily LaPadura received 
DWR’s 2019-20 Award for Outstanding 
Community Engagement for their 
efforts in building a sustainable 
service-learning partnership between 
DWR students and Page 15/Urban 
Think Foundation in downtown 
Orlando’s Parramore district. DWR 
student and FCTL Researcher Autumn 
Wright co-facilitated a reading group 

on the book Trans* In College, inviting 
the campus community to learn about 
the potential experiences of LGBTQ+ 
students on our campus and beyond. 

Rhetoric and Composition M.A. 
student Natalie Madruga won a CCCC 
Scholars for the Dream Award. Five 
McNair students who took Laurie 
A. Pinkert’s Writing in Disciplinary 
Cultures course received NSF 
Graduate Research Fellowships worth 
over $120,000 each. Blake Scott 
and Nathan Holic contributed to a 
successful proposal for a $25,000 
interdisciplinary Pabst Steinmetz 
Foundation Arts and Wellness Award 
(see Page 27). Sonia Arellano was 
recognized by Faculty Excellence 
and UCF Today for the ways she 
serves as a role model to her students. 
Marcy Galbreath’s outstanding work 
was recognized with promotion to 
Associate Lecturer; Stephen Ethridge 
was applauded for his 20 years of 
service to UCF; and Nathan Holic 
was inducted into the Scroll and Quill 
Society. Martha Brenckle’s Letters 
and Folded Wings, featuring award-
winning poems, was published; and 
Allie Pinkerton’s “The Bell Game” 
was selected as Distinguished Story 
in Best American Short Stories 
2019. Rhetoric of Health & Medicine, 
co-edited by Blake Scott, received a 
2019 Best New Journal Award from 
an allied organization of the Modern 
Language Association. Department 

chair Stephanie Vie departed UCF to 
pursue an administrative leadership 
role at the University of Hawaii at 
Manoa, and Mark Hall, director of the 
University Writing Center, accepted 
a chair position at the University of 
North Carolina at Charlotte.

As COVID-19 challenged 
communities across the globe, DWR 
faculty provided much-needed 
scholarly expertise regarding the 
pandemic’s implications for the ways 
we advocate, communicate and teach. 
Brandy Dieterle was interviewed by 
WIRED on the effects of the COVID-19 
pandemic on digital technology use in 
cases of domestic violence. Blake Scott 
was quoted in Vox regarding rhetoric 
and war metaphors in relation to a 
pandemic. Professor Nathan Holic’s 
comic “A Day in the Life of a Stay-
at-Home Professor” was featured in 
UCF Today, providing a glimpse of 
the everyday realities during remote 
instruction. 

Whatever the next year may bring, 
DWR will remain focused on the 
roles that writing and rhetoric play 
in building and shaping stronger, 
more participatory communities 
among students, across our campus, 
within our local contexts, and across 
the world.

— Lyman Brodie, executive associate 
dean and interim chair of the 
Department of Writing and Rhetoric
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In 2019-20, the College of Arts and Humanities was involved in 42 research 

proposal submissions totaling $12,044,799 with a CAH split of $4,799,363. 

The college was involved with 21 awards totaling $4,918,879 with $1,218,732 

credited to CAH.

Before a research grant is awarded, considerable time and effort go into preparing the 
proposal. We recognize and thank CAH faculty and staff involved in research grant 
proposals in 2019-20 as either a primary or co-primary investigator.  

William Ayers
Jonathan Beever
Louise Kane Bishop
Martha Brenkle
Cheryl Briggs
Anne Bubriski
Alexander Burtzos
Danielle Dickey
Tiffany Earley-Spadoni
Marcella Farina
Patricia Farless
Luis Favela
Stephen Fiore
Tyler Fisher

Scot French
Heather Gibson
Amy Giroux
Ann Gleig
Fon Gordon
Steffen Guenzel
Maria Harrington
Elizabeth Horn
Tadashi Ishibawa
Barbara Ottaviani Jones
Alla Kourova
Norma Ledesma
Connie Lester
Marie Léticée

Shannon Lindsey
Julia Listengarten
Scott Lubaroff
Kevin Meehan
Tracey Morrison
Matthew Mosher
Brenda Peynado
Yovanna Pineda
Laurie A. Pinkert
Sara Raffel
Maria Redmon
Eric Rutkow
Anastasia Salter
Maria C. Santana

Amanda Snyder
Mel Stanfill
Sonia Stephens
Stella Sung
Terry Thaxton
Natalie Underberg-Goode
Keri Watson
Stephanie Wheeler

RESEARCH 
REPORT
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2019-20 funded research projects involving CAH personnel include:  
America: Connecting the Continents 

(U.S. Department of Education)

Artificial Social Intelligence to Support 
Macrocognition in Teams (Defense 
Advanced Research Projects Agency)

Dual Language Support Through 
Technology Enhanced Programs and 
Strategies (U.S. Department of Education)

Enhanced Learning Effectiveness of 
Augmented Reality Flight Trainers 
(Lockheed Martin)

Expanding UCF’s Center for Humanities 
and Digital Research Infrastructure, 
Research and Public Programming 
(National Endowment for the Humanities) 

The Florida Prison Education Project: 
Planning Grant (Laughing Gull 
Foundation)

From Rape Texts to #MeToo: Sex, Power 
and Buddhism (Luce Foundation)

Increasing PTSD Treatment Efficiency 
Using Innovative Technological Tools 
(Department of Defense)

IPA Agreement 2020-21 (Veteran’s Affairs)

Landscapes of Warfare: Investigating 
Histories of Conflict in Pre-Modern 
Armenia through Mentoring Local 
Scholars (American Research Institute of 
the Southern Caucasus)

Lead...Like a Girl (City of Orlando)

Learning Assistants (UCF Office 
of Research)

Literature the Consoler: The Humanities 
as Mental Health Aid (Florida 
Humanities Council)

Living in the Cone of Uncertainty: The 
Impact of Hurricane Visualization Tools 
on the Public’s Perception of Risk and 
Preparedness (UCF Office of Research)

Micro-credentialing of English Learner 
Teaching Skills (U.S. Department 
of Education)

NEA Big Read: Central Florida 2021: 
Silver Sparrow (Arts Midwest)

The New First Line of Defense: Building 
Community Resilience through 
Residential Risk Disclosure  
(National Academy of Sciences)

Pegasus Hotel, LLC 2019  
Student Art Exhibit (Pegasus Hotel)

STARTALK 2020  
(National Security Agency)

The Story of Pompeii – A Visual History 
(Orlando Science Center)

Understanding Digital Culture: Humanist 
Lenses for Internet Research (National 
Endowment for the Humanities)

“We’ve continued to increase activity in funded 
research proposals both within the college and 
with collaborations between colleges, community 
partners and contracts. The research done in the 
arts and humanities is an essential part of the 
growth of knowledge in our own disciplines as well 
as in others such as medicine, education, sciences, 
engineering and beyond, and we always look forward 
to continuing the upward trajectory of our research 
and creative activities to enhance and develop new 
relationships and collaborations. It is even more 
important – especially in these difficult times of 
pandemic, social distancing and isolation – to realize 
that people take solace in, gain valuable knowledge 

from and find joy in the arts and humanities. In these 
stressful times of economic and health concerns, 
the arts and humanities – found in the beauty of 
music, the wonder of the arts, the creativity of 
theatre and digital media and video games, the 
ideas in philosophy, the creativity in writing and 
reading works of literature, and understanding the 
world through history – can and do allow us to see 
the world from a larger, more diverse and more 
encompassing perspective."

NANCY STANLICK 
Associate Dean of Research 
College of Arts and Humanities
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A few of the promoted faculty celebrate 
virtually with Dean Moore.

PROMOTION  
& TENURE

Celebrating the success and achievements 
of our faculty and staff is one of the most 
important values of the College of Arts and 
Humanities. In 2020, 31 faculty members 
received promotion or tenure to recognize their 
dedication to the university. Congratulations 
and charge on to all our colleagues!

Communication  
& Media
Lisa Danker
Peter Smith
Natalie Underberg-Goode

English
James Campbell
Farrah Cato
Fayeza Hasanat

History
Amy Darty
Alicia Duffy
David Head
Amanda Snyder

Modern Languages  
& Literatures
Alma Alarcón
Elizabeth Giltner
Rita De Luca Guerriero
Maria Montalvo
Julie Pomerleau
Grazia Spina

Performing Arts
Luis Fred
Holly McDonald
Kristina Tollefson
Robert Thornton
Cynthia White

Philosophy
Sabatino DiBernardo
Jeanine Viau

Visual Arts & Design
Hadi Abbas
Matthew Dombrowski
Kevin Haran
Debi Starr
Steven Spencer
Keri Watson

Writing & Rhetoric
Marcy Galbreath

Women’s &  
Gender Studies
Leandra Preston-Sidler

Dean Moore held the annual  
Promotion & Tenure celebration  

virtually this year.
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In 2020, the College of Arts and Humanities 
recognized 21 staff members for their extensive 
dedication to UCF. Three of these staff members 
received prestigious honors.

The first USPS award was presented in memory 
of the late David Vickers. The second USPS award 
was in honor of Bruce Whisler. The A&P employee 
award was given in memory of Tony Travaglini.

In addition to the awardees, the college recognized 
the other nominees and staff members who had 
reached milestone employment anniversaries, 

and two who were recognized as Employee of the 
Month by Human Resources.

In a message to all faculty and staff, Executive 
Associate Dean Lyman Brodie and Special Assistant 
to the Dean Paul Lartonoix said, “We would like 
to recognize all our staff for their hard work for 
the college and the university. Changing the way 
we work so quickly and so drastically is not easy. 
Thank you all for your patience and diligence. You 
are not alone. We are in this together. Without you, 
the College of Arts and Humanities would not be 
what it is today.”

2019-20   

STAFF AWARDS
UCF EMPLOYEE OF THE MONTH

Pam McGlinchey, MLL - September 2019
Arlene Flores, SPA - April 2020

STAFF AWARDEES
Steven Blackburn, SVAD

Janki Maraj, SVAD
Susan Jefferson, MLL

STAFF AWARD NOMINEES
Patricia Coderre, Dean’s Office

Tina Hunter, Women’s & Gender Studies
Waheeda Illasarie, SVAD

Suzanne Lin, Dean’s Office
John Parker, SPA

Kristina Yagel, SPA

30 YEARS OF SERVICE
Tina Hunter, Women's & Gender Studies

25 YEARS OF SERVICE
Kelly Shilton, NSCM

20 YEARS OF SERVICE
Susan Jefferson, MLL

Sira Ambrosecchia, History

15 YEARS OF SERVICE
Matt Dunn, Dean’s Office

10 YEARS OF SERVICE
Dave Schreier, SPA

Tracey Morrison, CREATE
Maribel Herrera, Philosophy

Marlene Agostini, SVAD

5 YEARS OF SERVICE
Pam McGlinchey, MLL

Amy Giroux, CHDR
Meghan Crowther, English

Lisa Clendenning, MLL
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FACULTY HONORED  
FOR EXCELLENCE 
Congratulations to our 
faculty members who 
have been recognized by 
the university for their 
outstanding teaching, 
research and service. 

University Award for Excellence in 
Faculty Academic Advising 

Patricia Farless

College Award for Excellence in 
Undergraduate Teaching 

Matthew Bryan
Nicholas Shrubsole
Sandra Sousa
Laurie Uttich

College Award for Excellence in 
Graduate Teaching 

Elizabeth Horn

College Award for  
Excellence in Research

Vladimir Solonari

Pegasus Professor Award 

Julia Listengarten

Research Incentive Award 

Jonathan Beever
Cheryl Briggs
Ilenia Colón Mendoza
Matthew Dombrowski
Luis Favela
Matthew Mosher
Philip Peters
Jeffrey Rupert
Anastasia Salter
Sandra Sousa
Sonia Stephens

Teaching Incentive Program 

Farrah Cato
Rita De Luca Guerriero
Sabatino DiBernardo
Martha Garcia
Jeremy Hunt
Megan Lambert
Chung Park
Philip Peters
Melissa Pompos
Adele Richardson
Nicholas Shrubsole
Amanda Snyder

Women of Distinction Award 

Anne Bubriski
Julia Listengarten

Women’s History Month Awardees 

Sonia Arellano
Rose Beiler
Regina Francies
Jeanine Viau

20-Year Service Awards 

James Brown
Stephen Ethridge
Marcella Farina
Patricia Farless
Mark Gerstein
Scott Hall
Lori Ingle
Carla Poindexter
Terry Thaxton
Kristina Tollefson

30-Year Service Awards 

Lyman Brodie
Madelyn Flammia
Keith Koons
Shelley Park

50-Year Service Awards 

Walter Gaudnek
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MOSHE PELLI
Moshe Pelli served for over three decades as 
director of Judaic Studies. He published over 
sixteen scholarly books, two novels, eight 
children’s books, three textual anthologies 
and fifteen short stories, in addition to having 
made an enormous contribution to the 
scholarly and academic life of the campus.

WALTER GAUDNEK
After 50 years of teaching at UCF, studio artist Walter Gaudnek closed 
the doors to his classroom and celebrated with an exhibition of his 
work and a profile in the Orlando Sentinel. “I used to say they would 
have to carry me out,” he said. “But then I realized no, no, no, 50 
years is enough.”  

Gaudnek, who survived forced labor as a child in Europe, won a 
Fulbright Scholarship in 1957, was selected for the 1960 New York 
Museum of Modern Art New Talent Exhibition, created a set of 
Ten Commandments for Pope Francis and has a museum named for 
him in Germany. 

DAVID BRUNNER
As director of UCF’s choral activities, David 
Brunner impacted countless students 
throughout his 31 years at the university and 
was named College Music Educator of the Year 
by the Florida Music Educators Association 
last year. Upon his retirement, faculty and 
students celebrated Brunner’s legacy at his 
final choral concert entitled “The Road Home.”

LORI INGLE
Associate Professor of Film Lori Ingle’s credits 
include the award-winning PBS documentary 
The Call of Story, An American Renaissance, 
and two short 35mm films, Detour and 
No Worries.

RETIRING 
FACULTY
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 ≠ A record fundraising year, with $6,229,890 in 

philanthropic donations made to CAH 

 ≠ 156 awarded scholarships totaling $86,500, for an 

average of $555 each!

 ≠ $1,218,732 awarded in research grants

 ≠ 1,561 degrees conferred (859 by virtual ceremony!)

 ≠ 231,238 credit hours produced

 ≠ 4,514 students enrolled (Fall 2019) 

 ≠  1,220+ are the first in their family to attend college. 

 ≠  140 are in the University Honors program

 ≠  1,056 are in our largest degree program: English B.A. 

1 GLOBAL PANDEMIC; 75 days working,  

studying and researching from home;  

116 canceled events; 12 canceled summer camps;  

countless hours rescheduling, rethinking, 

reworking; infinite Zoom, Teams and Skype meetings 

2019-20 FACULTY 
AND STAFF
50 Professors  

84 Associate Professors  

68 Assistant Professors  

43 Lecturers  

18 Associate Lecturers 

3 Senior Lecturers  

36 Instructors  

20 Associate Instructors

7 Senior Instructors  

8 Research Associates  

2 Assistants in… 

3 Faculty Administrators 

65 Administrative and  
Professional Staff  

39 University Support and 
Personnel Staff

BY THE

NUMBERS
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Publication Production

MICHAEL QUWADE BRETCH ’19 
DESIGN ASSISTANT

MATTHEW DUNN ’03 

GRAPHIC DESIGNER AND WEB PROJECTS MANAGER

MYRANDA ELKIN ’20 
DESIGN ASSISTANT

HANNAH ESTES ’17BFA 
PHOTOGRAPHER AND MARKETING DIRECTOR, SCHOOL OF VISUAL ARTS & DESIGN

HEATHER GIBSON ’17MBA 

DIRECTOR OF MARKETING AND COMMUNICATIONS

STEVEN RISKO 
MARKETING DIRECTOR, SCHOOL OF PERFORMING ARTS

VICTORIA WESTON ’15 ’18MA 

MARKETING COORDINATOR

Additional Credits 

THANKS TO UCF MARKETING AND COMMUNICATIONS, JONATHAN BEEVER, MOLLIE GUERRERO, 

ANASTASIA SALTER AND MIKE SHIER FOR THEIR ASSISTANCE AND CONTRIBUTIONS.

ALUMNI PHOTOS SUBMITTED BY THE PICTURED SUBJECT. UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED, ALL OTHER 

PHOTOS ARE BY UCF: MAKAYLA BROWN, HEAVEN KELLER, BELLA MARTINEZ
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OUC is proud to be named the Most Trusted Electric Utility in the Nation.  
We’ve worked hard for nearly a century as a dynamic, innovative force in our community. 
And, while many things have changed over the years, one thing hasn’t – our commitment 
to providing safe, sustainable and reliable electric and water services. Thank you for your 

trust in OUC then and now, when being The Reliable One matters more than ever.

To learn more, visit OUC.com.

*According to Escalent’s Cogent Syndicated Utility Trusted Brand & Customer Engagement Study

MOST TRUSTED 
ELECTRIC UTILITY 
IN THE NATION*
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