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• 3rd largest prison system in America • Nearly 100,000 people behind bars

Florida’s Prison Population - 1970-2017

Florida’s Prison System
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Florida Prison Education Project
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Our Mission is to:

• Provide educational opportunities to incarcerated and 
formerly-incarcerated people in Florida

• Research the benefits of prison education

• Integrate the study of justice into the University of 
Central Florida curriculum



• Taught 8 classes to 130 students at the Central Florida 
Reception Center during the Summer 2019-Spring 2020 semesters 

• Partnered with the Florida Coalition of Higher Education in Prison 
Programs (FLCHEP) to raise $10,890 and deliver 960 bars of soap
and 70 gallons of hand sanitizer to 9 prisons in response to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

• Updated our MOU with the Florida Department of Corrections to 
expand to: 
• Lake Correctional Institution
• Lowell Correctional Institution
• Zephyrhills Correctional Institution
• Polk Correctional Institution
• Putnam Correctional Institution
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This year we:

Jason Fronczek (BA/BFA ’16, MFA ’20) 
teaching Visual Arts in the South Unit at CFRC

(fall/spring 2019-20)



• Collected 5,000+ books for Florida’s Prison Libraries
• Received nearly $100,000 in internal and external funding

• $12,000 from the Provost’s Office
• $11,000 in Foundation Donations
• $60,000 from the Laughing Gull Foundation
• $15,000 from the National Endowment for the Arts

• Applied for $250,000 from the National Endowment for the 
Humanities

• Selected for the National Alliance for Higher Education in 
Prison Leadership Cohort

• Joined the Southern Collective of Higher Education in Prison 
Programs

• Joined the Florida Coalition of Higher Education in Prison 
Programs
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2019-20 Highlights continued:

UCF graduate student Sarah Hubert (School of Performing 
Arts) and UCF undergraduate student Demond Washington 
(Nicholson School of Communication and Media ‘20) table 

outside the Visual Arts Building



• Hired 2 undergraduate federal work study students

• Hired 2 undergraduate student interns
• Partnered with UCF Registered Student Organizations Black Man’s Candor and

Afro-Artistry
• Hired 2 graduate student interns 
• Directed a BA Capstone Project for Interdisciplinary Studies

• Directed an MFA Thesis on mass incarceration and higher education in prison
• Trained 10 new faculty and graduate student volunteers
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2019-20 Highlights continued:

UCF graduate student Dave Austin (Dept. of Physics) presents 
his poster on teaching in prison at the Winter Meeting of the 

American Association of Physics Teachers in Jan. 2020

UCF student Rhyan Grant (Interdisciplinary Studies) completes 
a capstone project on FPEP and graduates in Dec. 2019



• Hosted Baz Dreisinger, author of Incarceration Nations, 
founder of the Prison-to-College Pipeline at John Jay 
College of Criminal Justice, and the Executive Director of 
the Incarceration Nations Network, for a College Behind 
Bars pre-screening and panel discussion at the UCF 
Center for Law and Policy

• Sponsored the airing of College Behind Bars on WUCF
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2019-20 Highlights continued:

Marc Consalo (Director of the UCF Center for Law and Policy), Keri
Watson (Director of the Florida Prison Education Project), LaShanna

Tyson (UCF undergraduate student, Social Work), Jason Fronczek (UCF 
graduate student, School of Visual Arts and Design) and Baz Dreisinger

at the WUCF pre-screening of College Behind Bars. 
(Nov. 2019)



We hosted Omari Booker, a Nashville-based visual artist, 
who gave a lecture in a UCF advanced painting class,
visited the prison for an FPEP class, and consulted with
School of Performing Arts students on their design for the
upcoming production of Dominique Morisseau’s Blood at 
the Root.
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2019-20 Highlights continued:

Visual Artist Omari Booker Omari Booker visits Amer Kobaslija’s Advanced Painting Class
(Sept. 2019)Omari Booker visits the SPA Design team 

(Feb. 2020)



With Africana Studies, FPEP co-sponsored the 
James Welden Johson Lecture Series and 
hosted New Orleans-based photographers 
Chandra McCormick and Keith Calhoun, who
also visited one of our FPEP classes (November
2019).
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2019-20 Highlights continued:



• FPEP Presented at the:
• National Conference for Higher 

Education in Prisons (November 2019, 
St. Louis)

• Many Voices: One Community (UCF 
Social Justice Week)

• And Increased our mailing list and social media 
following by 500%
• facebook.com/FloridaPEP
• twitter.com/FloridaPEP
• https://www.instagram.com/floridaprisoneducationproject

/
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2019-20 Highlights continued:

Meeting with the Florida Coalition of Higher Education in Prison 
Programs at the National Conference on Higher Education in Prisons 

(St. Louis, MO, Nov. 2019).

https://www.facebook.com/FloridaPEP/
https://twitter.com/FloridaPEP
https://www.instagram.com/floridaprisoneducationproject/


• 500% increase to our 
mailing list and social 
media following

• facebook.com/FloridaPEP
• twitter.com/FloridaPEP
• https://www.instagram.com/florida

prisoneducationproject/

2019-20 Highlights continued:

https://www.facebook.com/FloridaPEP/
https://twitter.com/FloridaPEP
https://www.instagram.com/floridaprisoneducationproject/


• Expand our course offerings and increase our impact
• Partner with Direct Connect State Colleges to offer credit-bearing 

courses toward an AA
• Offer online for-credit courses at Florida Prisons
• Increase faculty and student involvement
• Develop more community partnerships with reentry programs

What’s Next?



• Join us for Illuminating the Darkness: Our Carceral Landscape 
• UCF Art Gallery August 27-October 1, 2020

You’re Invited!



Thank you for your continued support!


