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This source packet contains digitally available sources documenting the life of a US Army soldier who served in Eastern France 
during World War II. The Memorial Museum of the Liberation of the Colmar Pocket preserves some of his personal items in its unique 

archival collection.​
 

In this ongoing partnership UCF history students conduct research as part of the Florida France Soldier Stories project to assist the 
dedicated staff at the Memorial Museum of the Liberation of the Colmar Pocket. Our goal is simple yet profound: to help visitors 

connect not only with the events of the war, but with the individuals who lived them—bridging the distance between past and present 
and between the US and France.​

 
Please note some news articles published online exist behind paywalls and require a subscription for digital access. We have provided 

links but have not reproduced them here. Similarly, remembrance pages include photos. Again, we have provided links, when 
applicable, but have not reproduced images without express written permission. 
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Early Life 

 
Naturalization Petition (1 of 2) 

On August 19, 1913, Frank Durst, George’s father, declared his intention to become a US citizen. He 
arrived in New York, NY, from Bremen, Germany on May 24, 1902, on the German ship the SS 
Cassel. He and his wife, Mary, were born in Hungary, and their children, Peter, Katz, Charles, and 
Anna, were born in Pittsburgh, PA.  

Le 19 août 1913, Frank Durst, le père de George, a déposé une demande de citoyenneté américaine. 
Il était arrivé à New York en provenance de Brême, en Allemagne, le 24 mai 1902 à bord du navire 
allemand SS Cassel. Lui et sa femme Mary étaient nés en Hongrie, alors que leurs enfants, Peter, 
Katz, Charles et Anna, étaient nés à Pittsburgh (Pennsylvanie). 

“Pennsylvania, U.S., Federal Naturalization Records, 1795-1945,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com: accessed February 
22, 2026) Entry for Frank Durst. 
 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2717/records/1242369  

For more information visit: ​
projects.cah.ucf.edu/fl-francesoldierstories/ 

https://musee.turckheim-alsace.com/en/ 
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Early Life 

 
Naturalization Record (2 of 2) 

Frank’s petition for naturalization was accepted and he began the next steps to becoming a US 
citizen on December 10, 1920. 

La demande de naturalisation de Frank a été acceptée et il a entamé les démarches nécessaires 
pour devenir citoyen américain le 10 décembre 1920. 

“Pennsylvania, U.S., Federal Naturalization Records, 1795-1945,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com: accessed February 
22, 2026) Entry for Frank Durst. 
 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2717/records/1242369  

For more information visit: ​
projects.cah.ucf.edu/fl-francesoldierstories/ 

https://musee.turckheim-alsace.com/en/ 
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Early Life 

 
1920 Federal Census 

In 1920, the Durst family lived in a rented home on Spring Garden Avenue. The family included Frank 
(39) and Mary (34) and their children Peter (13), Catherina (11), Charles (9), and Anna (7). Frank and 
Mary, originally from Hungary, are marked as having submitted their papers to obtain US citizenship. 
Frank worked as a butcher to support his family. 

En 1920, la famille Durst vivait dans une maison louée sur Spring Garden Avenue. La famille était 
composée de Frank (39 ans) et Mary (34 ans), ainsi que de leurs enfants Peter (13 ans), Catherina 
(11 ans), Charles (9 ans) et Anna (7 ans). Frank et Mary, originaires de Hongrie, sont signalés 
comme ayant déposé une demande de naturalisation américaine. Frank travaillait comme boucher 
pour subvenir aux besoins de sa famille. 

“1920 United States Federal Census,” database, Ancestry (Ancestry.com: accessed February 12, 2026), entry for Frank 
Durst. 
 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/6061/records/49872941  

For more information visit: ​
projects.cah.ucf.edu/fl-francesoldierstories/ 

https://musee.turckheim-alsace.com/en/ 
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Early Life 

1930 Federal Census 
In 1930, the Durst family, composed of Frank, Mary, Peter, Catherine, Charles, Anna, Margaret, and 
George, lived in Pittsburgh, PA. George’s parents, Frank and Mary, this time listed as from Romania, 
owned their home, valued at around $4000, and owned a radio. Father, Frank, worked as a butcher in 
the meatpacking industry, where it appears he helped three of his children find jobs. 

En 1930, la famille Durst, composée de Frank, Mary, Peter, Catherine, Charles, Anna, Margaret et 
George, vivait à Pittsburgh (Pennsylvanie). Les parents de George, Frank et Mary, désormais 
répertoriés comme originaires de Roumanie, étaient propriétaires de leur maison, estimée à environ 
4 000 dollars, et possédaient une radio. Frank travaillait comme boucher dans l'industrie et semblait 
avoir aidé trois de ses enfants à y trouver un emploi. 

“1930 United States Federal Census,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com: accessed September 14, 2025), entry for 
George Durst, Pittsburgh, Allegheny, Pennsylvania. 
 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/6224/records/48927898 

For more information visit: ​
projects.cah.ucf.edu/fl-francesoldierstories/ 

https://musee.turckheim-alsace.com/en/ 
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Early Life 

 
City Directory 

In 1930, the Pittsburgh, PA, city directory listed George’s parents at 1906 Gerbert (The street name 
appears with different spellings depending on the records, including Gerbert, Gerbart, Gilbert; today, it 
is spelled Gerbhart). The Durst family appeared on the right-hand page, left column, near the bottom. 

En 1930, l'annuaire de la ville de Pittsburgh (Pennsylvanie) répertoriait les parents de George au 
1906 Gerbert (le nom de la rue apparaît sous différentes orthographes selon les documents, 
notamment Gerbert et Gerbart ; aujourd’hui, il s’écrit Gerbhart). La famille Durst figurait sur la page 
de droite, dans la colonne de gauche, en bas. 

“U.S. City Directories, 1822-1995,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com: accessed September 10, 2025), entry for Mary M. 
Durst, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. 
 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2469/records/190529569 

For more information visit: ​
projects.cah.ucf.edu/fl-francesoldierstories/ 

https://musee.turckheim-alsace.com/en/ 
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Early Life 

 
Article from The Pittsburgh Press 

On June 1, 1930, The Pittsburgh Press released an article describing the Memorial Day program at 
the John Burroughs Schools. The article featured a photo that included “Peter Guibert, drummer in 
the Civil War… being saluted by George Durst, 6, a first grade pupil at the school.” 

Le 1er juin 1930, le journal The Pittsburgh Press a publié un article décrivant le programme organisé 
à l'occasion du Memorial Day dans les écoles John Burroughs. L'article était illustré d'une photo sur 
laquelle on pouvait voir « Peter Guibert, tambour pendant la guerre de Sécession… salué par George 
Durst, 6 ans, élève de CP à l'école ». 

“Heroes of Three Wars on Pupils Program,” The Pittsburgh Press (Pittsburgh, PA), June 1, 1930, page 83. We wish to 
thank the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette for giving us permission to include this article. ​
  
 https://www.newspapers.com/article/the-pittsburgh-press-george-durst/181239771/ 

For more information visit: ​
projects.cah.ucf.edu/fl-francesoldierstories/ 

https://musee.turckheim-alsace.com/en/ 
7​
 

https://www.newspapers.com/article/the-pittsburgh-press-george-durst/181239771/
http://projects.cah.ucf.edu/fl-francesoldierstories/
https://musee.turckheim-alsace.com/en/


Early Life 

 
1940 Federal Census 

In 1940, George, his siblings, and his mother remained in Pittsburgh, PA, still living in the home they 
owned on Gebart St. George's parents had divorced. George’s brother, Charles (24), worked in a 
packaging company to support the family. Margaret, George's sister, had recently entered the 
workforce, while George was in his second year of high school. 

En 1940, George, ses frères et sœurs et sa mère vivaient toujours à Pittsburgh (Pennsylvanie), dans 
la maison, rue Gebart, dont ils étaient propriétaires. Les parents de George avaient divorcé. Charles, 
le frère de George (24 ans), travaillait dans une entreprise d'emballage pour subvenir aux besoins de 
la famille. Margaret, la sœur de George, venait d'entrer sur le marché du travail, tandis que George 
était en deuxième année de lycée. 

“1940 United States Federal Census,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com: accessed September 14, 2025), entry for 
George Durst, Pittsburgh, Allegheny, Pennsylvania. 
 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2442/records/23595614 

 
For more information visit: ​

projects.cah.ucf.edu/fl-francesoldierstories/ 
https://musee.turckheim-alsace.com/en/ 

8​
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2442/records/23595614
http://projects.cah.ucf.edu/fl-francesoldierstories/
https://musee.turckheim-alsace.com/en/


Early Life 

 
World War II Draft Registration Card (Front) 

Peter, George’s brother, registered for the World War II draft in 1940. Peter lived at 1730 Overbeck 
Street when he registered, was self-employed, and listed his wife, Ella Durst, as his contact.  

Peter, le frère de George, s'est présenté au recensement militaire pour la Seconde Guerre mondiale 
en 1940. Au moment de son inscription, Peter habitait au 1730, rue Overbeck ; il exerçait une activité 
indépendante et avait indiqué que sa femme, Ella Durst, était son contact d’urgence. 

“U.S., World War II Draft Cards Young Men, 1940-1947,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com: accessed February 15, 
2026), entry for Paul Frank Durst, Pittsburgh, Allegheny, Pennsylvania.  
 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2238/records/7062736?tid=&pid=&queryId=79a99b85-f6ce-4489-aa81-65811
16af8c5&_phsrc=xzw412&_phstart=successSource  
 
 
 
 

For more information visit: ​
projects.cah.ucf.edu/fl-francesoldierstories/ 

https://musee.turckheim-alsace.com/en/ 
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Early Life 

 

World War II Draft Registration Card (Back) 
The back of Peter’s draft registration card provided a description of his physical appearance: he was 
6’0” and 200 lbs., with brown eyes, brown hair, and a ruddy complexion. 
 
Au dos de cette fiche figurait une description physique de Peter : il mesurait 1,83 m, pesait 90 kg, 
avait les yeux marron, les cheveux châtains et le teint rougeaud. 
 
“U.S., World War II Draft Cards Young Men, 1940-1947,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com: accessed February 15, 
2026), entry for Paul Frank Durst, Pittsburgh, Allegheny, Pennsylvania.  
 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2238/records/7062736?tid=&pid=&queryId=79a99b85-f6ce-4489-aa81-65811
16af8c5&_phsrc=xzw412&_phstart=successSource  

For more information visit: ​
projects.cah.ucf.edu/fl-francesoldierstories/ 

https://musee.turckheim-alsace.com/en/ 
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Early Life 
 

 
World War II Draft Registration Card (Front) 

George registered for the World War II draft on June 30, 1942. He still lived at 1906 Gerbert St., 
Pittsburgh, PA, and worked at “Cut Wire,” which may have been an abbreviation for Curtiss Wright, 
the military airplane manufacturer. He listed his mother, Mary Durst, as his point of contact. 

George s'est présenté au recensement militaire pour la Seconde Guerre mondiale le 30 juin 1942. Il 
habitait toujours au 1906 Gerbert St. à Pittsburgh (Pennsylvanie) et travaillait chez « Cut Wire », qui 
était sans doute l'abréviation de Curtiss Wright, le constructeur d'avions militaires. Sa mère, Mary 
Durst, était son contact d’urgence. 

“U.S., World War II Draft Cards Young Men, 1940-1947,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com: accessed September 13, 
2025), entry for George Paul Durst, Pittsburgh, Allegheny, Pennsylvania.   
 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2238/records/7062688 
​

 

For more information visit: ​
projects.cah.ucf.edu/fl-francesoldierstories/ 

https://musee.turckheim-alsace.com/en/ 
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Early Life 

 
World War II Draft Registration Card (Back) 

The back of George’s draft registration card provided a description of his physical appearance: he 
was 5’10” and weighed 140 lbs., with brown eyes, brown hair, and a light complexion. 
 
Au dos de cette fiche militaire figurait une description physique de George : il mesurait 1,78 m et 
pesait 63 kg. Il avait les yeux marron, les cheveux châtains et le teint clair. 
 
“U.S., World War II Draft Cards Young Men, 1940-1947,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com: accessed September 13, 
2025), entry for George Paul Durst, Pittsburgh, Allegheny, Pennsylvania.   
 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2238/records/7062688 

For more information visit: ​
projects.cah.ucf.edu/fl-francesoldierstories/ 

https://musee.turckheim-alsace.com/en/ 
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Military Service 

 
Enlistment Record 

Peter, George’s brother, enlisted in the US Army on June 19, 1942, in Pittsburgh, PA. He had 
completed 2 years of high school, was married, and worked as a skilled mechanic. 
 
Peter, le frère de George, s'est enrôlé dans l'armée le 19 juin 1942 à Pittsburgh (Pennsylvanie). Au 
moment de son entrée dans l’armée, il avait suivi deux années d'études secondaires, était marié et 
travaillait comme mécanicien qualifié. 
 
“US, World War II Army Enlistment Records, 1938-1946”, database, Fold3 (Fold3.com: accessed September 18, 2025), 
Entry for Peter Durst, service number 33280472 
 
https://www.fold3.com/record/86964221/peter-f-durst-us-wwii-army-enlistment-records-1938-1946  

For more information visit: ​
projects.cah.ucf.edu/fl-francesoldierstories/ 

https://musee.turckheim-alsace.com/en/ 
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Military Service 

 
Enlistment Record 

George followed his older brother’s footsteps less than a year later. He enlisted in the Army on March 
11, 1943, in Pittsburgh, PA. He had completed high school and was single. 
 
George a suivi les traces de son frère aîné moins d'un an plus tard. Il est rentré dans l'armée le 11 
mars 1943 à Pittsburgh (Pennsylvanie). Il avait terminé ses études secondaires et était célibataire. 
 
“US, WWII Army Enlistment Records, 1938-1946,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com: accessed September 10, 2025), 
entry for George Paul Durst, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. 
 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/8939/records/4738710 

 

For more information visit: ​
projects.cah.ucf.edu/fl-francesoldierstories/ 

https://musee.turckheim-alsace.com/en/ 
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Military Service 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Excerpt from an article from The Pittsburgh Press 

On March 13, 1943, The Pittsburgh Press published a list of men inducted into the Army, Navy, 
Marines, and Coast Guard. George was among this long list of men. 
 
Le 13 mars 1943, le Pittsburgh Press a publié une liste des hommes incorporés dans l'Armée de 
terre, la Marine, les Marines et les Gardes côtiers. George figurait sur cette longue liste. 
 
“Heron Hill and North Side Help Fill Draft Contingent,” The Pittsburgh Press (Pittsburgh, PA), March 13, 1943, page 11, 
Newspapers.com.   
 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/148019718/?terms=durst&match=1  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For more information visit: ​
projects.cah.ucf.edu/fl-francesoldierstories/ 
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Herron Hill And North Side Help Fill Draft Contingent 
 ___________________ 

 
Crafton Heights Group Included In Large Group Selected 

For One Of Four Services 
 

City Draft Boards 5, of Herron Hill; 26, Upper North Side, and 28, Crafton 
Heights, called men for induction here yesterday for Army, Navy, Marines 

and Coast Guard service. 
They were:... 

… 
George P. Durst, 1906 Gabert [sic] St. 

… 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/148019718/?terms=durst&match=1
http://projects.cah.ucf.edu/fl-francesoldierstories/
https://musee.turckheim-alsace.com/en/


Military Service 
 
 
 
 

Advanced to Sergeant – 
Corp. Peter F. Durst, 1730 Overbeck St., 
has been advanced to sergeant on the 
western desert. Sgt. Durst, an aircraft 
mechanic, is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Frank 
P. Durst, 1906 Gilbert [sic] St. 

 

Transcription from The Pittsburgh Press 
On May 22, 1943, The Pittsburgh Press published an article regarding George’s brother, Peter, when 
the Army promoted him to sergeant while he trained in the American West. Peter served with the US 
Army Air Forces as an aircraft mechanic. 
 
Le 22 mai 1943, le Pittsburgh Press a publié un article sur la promotion au grade de sergent de Peter, 
le frère de George. Peter servait dans l'armée de l'air en tant que mécanicien aéronautique pendant 
sa formation dans l'Ouest américain.  
 
“Advanced to Sergeant,” The Pittsburgh Press (Pittsburgh, PA), May 22, 1943, page 19, Newspapers.com.  
 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/147919042/ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

For more information visit: ​
projects.cah.ucf.edu/fl-francesoldierstories/ 
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Military Service 
 

 

Hospital Record 
A December 1944 hospital admission record showed that a bullet fatally struck Tech 5 George Paul 
Durst’s thorax, the medical term for the chest, above the abdomen. He was 20 years old. 

D'après un dossier d'admission à l'hôpital datant de décembre 1944, une balle a mortellement touché 
le thorax, c'est-à-dire la partie supérieure de la poitrine, du technicien de 5e classe George Paul 
Durst. Il avait 20 ans. 

“U.S. WWII Hospital Admission Card Files, 1942-1954,” database, Fold3 (fold3.com: accessed September 16, 2025), 
entry for George Paul Durst. 
 
https://www.fold3.com/record/705164340/ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For more information visit: ​
projects.cah.ucf.edu/fl-francesoldierstories/ 
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Military Service 

 
History of the Third Infantry Division in World War II (1 of 2) 

The History of the Third Infantry Division in World War II dedicated a chapter to its fight in the 
approach to the Colmar Pocket (pages 282-324). The 15th Infantry Regiment participated in the 
liberation of many Alsatian towns, including Ammerschwihr, Riquewihr, Sigolsheim, and Bennwihr. As 
a soldier in this regiment, George likely took part in these objectives before his death on December 
25, 1944. 

L'ouvrage intitulé « L'histoire de la 3e division d'infanterie pendant la Seconde Guerre mondiale » 
consacre un chapitre aux combats de la poche de Colmar (pages 282 à 324). Le 15e régiment 
d'infanterie a participé à la libération de nombreux villages alsaciens, notamment Ammerschwihr, 
Riquewihr, Sigolsheim et Bennwihr. En tant que soldat de ce régiment, George a probablement pris 
part à ces opérations avant sa mort, le 25 décembre 1944. 

Donald G. Taggart, History of the Third Infantry Division in World War II. vol. I. Infantry Journal Inc., 1947, 282-324. 

https://archive.org/details/HistoryOfTheThirdID/page/290/mode/1up  

For more information visit: ​
projects.cah.ucf.edu/fl-francesoldierstories/ 

https://musee.turckheim-alsace.com/en/ 
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Military Service 

 

History of the Third Infantry Division in World War II (2 of 2) 
Page 485 of the 3rd ID Unit History lists the names of soldiers who served with the 15th Infantry 
Regiment during World War II. George is listed towards the bottom of the fifth column as a “T/5” 
Technician, Fifth Grade (a Corporal with special skills), Killed In Action.  

La page 485 de l'histoire de la 3e Division d'Infanterie répertorie les noms des soldats ayant servi au 
sein du 15e Régiment d'Infanterie pendant la Seconde Guerre mondiale. George figure vers le bas de 
la 5e colonne en tant que Technicien de 5e classe (grade équivalent à celui de caporal, attribué à un 
militaire possédant des compétences techniques spécialisées), tué au combat.  

Donald G. Taggart, History of the Third Infantry Division in World War II. vol. I. Infantry Journal Inc., 1947, 506. 

https://archive.org/details/HistoryOfTheThirdID/page/485/mode/1up  
For more information visit: ​

projects.cah.ucf.edu/fl-francesoldierstories/ 
https://musee.turckheim-alsace.com/en/ 
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Legacy 
 
 

 
Interment Record 

George was buried at the Lorraine American Cemetery in St. Avold, France, earning a Purple Heart 
for his ultimate sacrifice. The records listed his mother, Mary, as his next of kin. 

George a été inhumé au cimetière américain de Lorraine, à Saint-Avold, en France, et a reçu la 
Purple Heart en reconnaissance de son sacrifice ultime. Les registres indiquaient sa mère, Mary, 
comme sa plus proche parente. 

“U.S., Headstone and Interment Records for U.S. Military Cemeteries on Foreign Soil, 1942-1949,” database, Ancestry 
(Ancestry.com: accessed September 11, 2025), Entry for George Paul Durst. 
 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/9170/records/29780?tid=&pid=&queryId=6b421e37-8006-4e68-b334-16c523
ba59c9&_phsrc=xzw437&_phstart=successSource  

For more information visit: ​
projects.cah.ucf.edu/fl-francesoldierstories/ 
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Legacy 
​

 
US World War II Army and Air Force Casualty List 

The US Army and Air Force Casualty List organized entries by state and county. It listed George 
Durst as KIA under Allegheny County, with service number 33667155 and rank of Tec 5. 

La liste des victimes de l'Armée de Terre et de l'Armée de l'Air américaines classait les noms par État 
et par comté. Elle mentionnait George Durst, tué au combat, originaire du comté d'Allegheny, avec le 
matricule 33667155 et le grade de Tec 5. 

World War II Honor List of Dead and Missing, State of Pennsylvania (Washington, D.C: War Department, 1946), 5, 
accessed September 10, 2025, Fold3. 
 
https://www.fold3.com/sub-image/299437755/ 

For more information visit: ​
projects.cah.ucf.edu/fl-francesoldierstories/ 
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Legacy 
 

Yank Here, Ex-War Worker, Killed Dec, 24 in 
France 
  T/8 George P. Durst, 20, was killed in action in 
France December 24, according to word received 
by his mother, Mrs. Mary Durst, 1906 Gebert 
Street, North Side. 
  A former employee of Curtiss-Wright 
Corporation, Beaver, Durst attended Latimer 
Junior High School, Allegheny High School and 
Connelley Trade School. 
  Besides his mother, he leaves three sisters and 
two brothers. One brother, Sgt. Peter, is in China. 

 

Excerpt from an article from the Pittsburgh Sun-Telegram 
On January 27, 1945, the Pittsburgh Sun-Telegram published an article about George with a portrait 
of him in his military uniform, reporting that he died in France on December 24, 1944. The article 
noted the schools he attended and that he had worked in the war industry at the Curtiss-Wright 
Corporation. The obituary listed his surviving family members and mentioned that his brother, Sgt. 
Peter Durst, was currently serving in China. 
 
Le 27 janvier 1945, le Pittsburgh Sun-Telegram publia un article sur George, accompagné d’un 
portrait de lui en uniforme militaire, précisant qu’il était décédé en France le 24 décembre 1944. 
L'article mentionnait les écoles qu'il avait fréquentées et indiquait qu'il avait travaillé dans l'industrie 
de l'armement chez Curtiss-Wright Corporation. La nécrologie énumérait les membres de sa famille 
encore en vie et mentionnait que son frère, le sergent Peter Durst, servait alors en Chine. 
 
“Yank Here, Ex-War Worker, Killed Dec. 24 in France,” Pittsburgh Sun-Telegraph (Pittsburgh, PA), January 27, 1945, page 
10, Newspapers.com. 
 
https://www.newspapers.com/article/pittsburgh-sun-telegraph-george-durst-ob/181240260/ 
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Legacy 
 
 
 
 

Corp. G.P. Durst 
Corp. George P. Durst, 20, son of 
Mrs. Mary Durst of 1906 Gebert 
St., North Side, was killed in action 
Dec. 24 in France. 
  He attended Latimer and 
Allegheny High Schools and 
Connelly Trade School, and before 
entering service in March 1943, was 
employed at Curtiss-Wright plant in 
Beaver.​
  Corp. Durst is survived by his 
mother, three sisters and two 
brothers, of whom Sgt. Pete F. Durst 
has been stationed in China for the 
past two and a half years.   

 
Excerpt from an article from The Pittsburgh Press 

The Pittsburgh Press featured George in an article highlighting three servicemen who were killed in 
action and three more who were missing on January 27, 1945. The article presented a civilian portrait 
of George, briefly noting the schools he attended, where he worked, and his surviving family.  
 
Le Pittsburgh Press a consacré un passage d’un article à George, mettant en avant trois militaires 
tombés au combat et trois autres portés disparus le 27 janvier 1945. L'article illustré d’un portrait de 
George en civil, évoquait brièvement les établissements scolaires qu'il avait fréquentés, son lieu de 
travail avant la guerre et les membres de sa famille encore en vie.  
 
“3 Servicemen From District Killed in Action,” The Pittsburgh Press (Pittsburgh, PA), January 27, 1945, page 2, 
Newspapers.com.  
 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/147624450/?clipping_id=191628850  
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Legacy 

 

1950 Federal Census 
By 1950, Peter, George’s brother, had returned to his wife, Ella. They lived in his mother-in-law’s 
home at 1730 Overbeck Street in Pittsburgh, PA with two of Ella’s siblings and a brother-in-law. With 
housing shortages after World War II, many families initially lived in multigenerational homes. At 43, 
Peter ran his own auto repair shop, while Ella owned a beauty shop. 

En 1950, Peter, le frère de George, était retourné auprès de sa femme, Ella. Ils vivaient chez la 
belle-mère de Peter, au 1730 Overbeck Street à Pittsburgh (Pennsylvanie), avec deux des frères et 
sœurs d’Ella et un beau-frère. En raison de la pénurie de logements après la Seconde Guerre 
mondiale, de nombreuses familles vivaient au départ dans des foyers multigénérationnels. À 43 ans, 
Peter tenait son propre garage, tandis qu’Ella était propriétaire d’un salon de coiffure. 

“1950 United States Federal Census,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com: accessed September 14, 2025), entry for Peter 
Durst, Pittsburgh, Allegheny, Pennsylvania. 
 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/62308/records/240772475?tid=&pid=&queryId=05faf850-f873-4cf1-8609-046
8c92fa6cb&_phsrc=xzw502&_phstart=successSource  
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Legacy 

 

1950 Federal Census 
In 1950, George’s mother, Mary, and his sister, Margaret, continued to live at 1906 Gerbert St. in 
Pittsburgh, PA. Margaret supported the household by working 40 hours a week as a store clerk at an 
optical manufacturer. 

En 1950, la mère de George, Mary, et sa sœur, Margaret, continuaient de vivre au 1906 Gerbert 
Street, à Pittsburgh (Pennsylvanie). Margaret subvenait aux besoins du foyer en travaillant comme 
vendeuse chez un fabricant de lunettes, 40 heures par semaine. 

“1950 United States Census”, database, FamilySearch (familysearch.org: accessed February 22, 2026), entry for Mary 
Durst, Pittsburgh, Allegheny, Pennsylvania. 
 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QHJ-5QHW-F9NQ-W?view=index&action=view&cc=4464515&lang=en&gro
upId=  
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Legacy 

 

Veteran Compensation Application (Front) 
Following the passage of the Mustering-Out Payment Act of 1944, the Army granted Veterans 
compensation based on their length of service to facilitate their transition to civilian life. In 1950, 
George’s brother, Peter, requested compensation for his service from June 19, 1942, to May 19, 
1945, including over two years abroad.  

À la suite de l'adoption de la loi de 1944 sur les indemnités de démobilisation, l'armée a accordé aux 
anciens combattants une indemnité calculée en fonction de leur durée de service afin de faciliter leur 
retour à la vie civile. En 1950, le frère de George, Peter, a demandé une indemnité pour son service 
effectué du 19 juin 1942 au 19 mai 1945, dont plus de deux ans à l'étranger. 

“Veterans Compensation - Pennsylvania, U.S., Veteran Compensation Application Files, WWII, 1950-1966,” database, 
Ancestry (ancestry.com: accessed February 19, 2026), entry for George Paul Durst. 
 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/3147/records/159067  
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Legacy 

 
Veteran Compensation Application (Back) 

In the back of his Veterans’ compensation application, Peter listed his wife, Ella, and his mother, 
Mary, as his beneficiaries. 

Au dos de sa demande d'indemnisation en tant qu'ancien combattant, Peter a désigné son épouse, 
Ella, et sa mère, Mary, comme bénéficiaires. 

“Veterans Compensation - Pennsylvania, U.S., Veteran Compensation Application Files, WWII, 1950-1966,” database, 
Ancestry (ancestry.com: accessed February 19, 2026), entry for George Paul Durst. 
 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/3147/records/159067  
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Legacy 

  

Veteran Compensation Application (Front) 
In 1950, George’s mother, Mary, completed an application for compensation under a provision of the 
Mustering-Out Act of 1944. Under Section 691D, surviving spouses, children, or parents could 
receive the mustering-out payment if their loved one died in service. Mary was approved for $500 in 
compensation. Possibly to avoid complications when the money was distributed, Mary declared she 
did not know who George’s father was. 
 
En 1950, Mary, la mère de George, a déposé une demande d’indemnisation en vertu d’une 
disposition de la loi de 1944 sur la démobilisation (Mustering-Out Act). En vertu de l’article 691D, les 
conjoints, enfants ou parents survivants pouvaient percevoir une indemnité de démobilisation si leur 
proche était décédé en service. Mary s’est vu accorder une indemnité de 500 dollars. Il est possible 
qu’afin d’éviter toute complication lors du versement de cette somme, Mary ait déclaré ne pas savoir 
qui était le père de George. 
 
“Veterans Compensation - Pennsylvania, U.S., Veteran Compensation Application Files, WWII, 1950-1966,” database, 
Ancestry (ancestry.com: accessed September 16, 2025), entry for George Paul Durst. 
 
 https://www.ancestry.comh/search/collections/3147/records/159043 
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Legacy 

 
Veteran Compensation Application (Back 

On the back of her application for Veterans’ compensation, Mary wrote that she still lived at George’s 
childhood home at 1906 Gerbert St, Pittsburgh, PA.  
 
Au dos de sa demande d'indemnisation, Mary a indiqué qu'elle vivait toujours dans la maison 
d'enfance de George, située au 1906 Gerbert Street, à Pittsburgh (Pennsylvanie). 
 
“Veterans Compensation - Pennsylvania, U.S., Veteran Compensation Application Files, WWII, 1950-1966,” database, 
Ancestry (ancestry.com: accessed September 16, 2025), entry for George Paul Durst. 
 
 https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/3147/records/159043 
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Legacy 

 
Headstone 

George Paul Durst’s headstone at the Lorraine American Cemetery in St. Avold, France, indicated his 
rank as Tech 5, his service with the 15th Infantry Regiment, 3rd Infantry Division, his home state of 
Pennsylvania, and his date of death, December 24, 1944. He rests in Plot E, Row 42, Grave 10. 

La pierre tombale de George Paul Durst, située au cimetière américain de Lorraine à Saint-Avold, en 
France, indique son grade de Tech 5, son appartenance au 15e Régiment d'Infanterie de la 3e 
Division d'Infanterie, son État d'origine, la Pennsylvanie, ainsi que la date de son décès, le 24 
décembre 1944. Il est enterré dans la section E, allée 42, tombe 10. 

Florida France Soldier Stories collection, credit to Amelia Lyons & Marie Oury. 
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Legacy 

 

Death Certificate 
George’s mother, Mary, died on May 13, 1971, at Allegheny General Hospital. The death certificate 
listed her as the 83-year-old widow of Frank Durst. Mary lived at 1906 Gerbhart St., Pittsburgh, PA, 
until her death. 

La mère de George, Mary, est décédée le 13 mai 1971 à l'hôpital Allegheny General. Le certificat de 
décès la mentionnait comme veuve de Frank Durst, âgée de 83 ans. Mary a vécu au 1906, rue 
Gerbhart, à Pittsburgh (Pennsylvanie), jusqu'à son décès. 

“Pennsylvania, U.S., Death Certificates, 1906-1972,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com: accessed September 16, 2025), 
entry for Mary Durst 
 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/5164/records/41954385?tid=&pid=&queryId=0a8e868d-31f3-4d19-a250-341
ba7105233&_phsrc=xzw514&_phstart=successSource  
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Legacy 

  
 

Memorial 
In Ammerschwihr, France, a metal plaque on a rough sandstone boulder typical of the region honors 
the 3rd Infantry Division’s sacrifice during the town’s liberation. The 3rd ID played a pivotal role in 
liberating the village in December 1944, and George likely took part in that operation. 
 
Le village d’Ammerschwihr (France) a érigé, sur un rocher de grès typique de la région, une plaque 
métallique rendant hommage au sacrifice de la 3e division d'infanterie lors de la libération de la ville. 
La 3e Division d'Infanterie a joué un rôle central dans la libération du village en décembre 1944, et 
George y a sans doute participé. 
 
Florida France Soldier Stories collection, credit to Marie Oury. 
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Legacy 
 

 
Memorial 

This hilltop memorial next to the French military cemetery honors the American divisions that fought 
to reduce the Colmar Pocket. The memorial stands atop Hill 351, also known as ‘Bloody Hill,’ near the 
place where George suffered his fatal wounds on December 24, 1944. 
 
Ce mémorial situé au sommet d'une colline, à côté du cimetière militaire français, rend hommage aux 
divisions américaines qui ont combattu pour réduire la poche de Colmar. Le mémorial se dresse au 
sommet de la colline 351, également appelée « Bloody Hill », près de l'endroit où George a été 
mortellement blessé le 24 décembre 1944. 
 
Florida France Soldier Stories collection, credit Marie Oury. 
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