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Company E, 254th Infantry Regiment, 63rd Infantry Division 

 

  

 

 
This Florida France Soldier Stories (FFSS) source packet contains digitally available sources documenting the life of a US 

Army soldier who served in Eastern France during World War II. The Memorial Museum of the Liberation of the Colmar 
Pocket preserves some of his personal items in its unique archival collection. 

 
In this ongoing partnership, UCF history students conduct research as part of the FFSS project to assist the dedicated 

staff at the Museum. Our goal is simple yet profound: to help visitors connect with the events of the war and the 
individuals who lived them—bridging the distance between past and present and between the US and France. 

 
Please note some news articles published online exist behind paywalls and require a subscription for digital access. We 

have provided links and text excerpts but have not reproduced the images. Similarly, remembrance pages include photos. 
Again, we have provided links, when applicable, but have not reproduced images without express written permission. 

 



Early Life 

For more information visit: 
 projects.cah.ucf.edu/fl-francesoldierstories/ 

https://musee.turckheim-alsace.com/en/  
 

2 

 

 

World War I Draft Registration Card (Front)  
The front of Claude’s father, Vaughn Chase, World War I draft registration card listed his home state 

as New Hampshire, although he lived in Perham, Aroostook County, ME, in 1917, where Claude was 

born. 
 

Le recto de la carte de recensement militaire de la Première Guerre mondiale de Vaughn Chase, 

père de Claude, indiquait le New Hampshire comme son État d’origine, mais en 1917, il résidait à 

Perham, dans le comté d’Aroostook (Maine), où Claude est né. 
 

“U.S., World War I Draft Registration Cards, 1917-1918,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com: Accessed September 17, 

2025), entry for Vaughn Chase, Perham, Aroostook County, Maine. 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/6482/records/25142353?tid=&pid=&queryId=6dc5fa5a-1c60-499a-928f-

9de07a67a5ba&_phsrc=zQl26&_phstart=successSource  

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/6482/records/25142353?tid=&pid=&queryId=6dc5fa5a-1c60-499a-928f-9de07a67a5ba&_phsrc=zQl26&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/6482/records/25142353?tid=&pid=&queryId=6dc5fa5a-1c60-499a-928f-9de07a67a5ba&_phsrc=zQl26&_phstart=successSource
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World War I Draft Card (Back)  
The back of Vaughn’s draft card provided a description of his physical appearance: he stood at 

medium height and had a medium build, with gray eyes and brown hair. 

Au verso de la carte de Vaughn figure une description de son apparence physique : il était de taille et 

de corpulence moyennes, avec des yeux gris et des cheveux bruns.  

“U.S., World War I Draft Registration Cards, 1917-1918,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com: Accessed September 17, 

2025), entry for Vaughn Chase, Perham, Aroostook County, Maine. 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/6482/records/25142353?tid=&pid=&queryId=6dc5fa5a-1c60-499a-928f-

9de07a67a5ba&_phsrc=zQl26&_phstart=successSource 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/6482/records/25142353?tid=&pid=&queryId=6dc5fa5a-1c60-499a-928f-9de07a67a5ba&_phsrc=zQl26&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/6482/records/25142353?tid=&pid=&queryId=6dc5fa5a-1c60-499a-928f-9de07a67a5ba&_phsrc=zQl26&_phstart=successSource
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Marriage Record 
Claude’s parents, Vaughn and Isabel (sometimes “Isabelle”), married in 1917 in Perham, Aroostook 

County, ME. 

 

Acte de mariage de 1917 des parents de Claude, Vaughn et Isabel (ou Isabelle) Chase. Ils vivaient à 

Perham, dans le comté d'Aroostook (Maine). 
 

“Maine, U.S., Marriage Records, 1713-1922,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com: Accessed September 17, 2025) Entry 

for Vaughn W Chase, Perham, Aroostook County, Maine. 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1961/records/1701942?tid=&pid=&queryId=ba205de0-ee35-442d-b796-

442e5691bb2c&_phsrc=yqg13&_phstart=successSource 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1961/records/1701942?tid=&pid=&queryId=ba205de0-ee35-442d-b796-442e5691bb2c&_phsrc=yqg13&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1961/records/1701942?tid=&pid=&queryId=ba205de0-ee35-442d-b796-442e5691bb2c&_phsrc=yqg13&_phstart=successSource
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1930 Federal Census 

In 1930, Claude and his family lived in Perham in Aroostook County, ME. 4-year-old Claude was the 

second youngest of Vaughn and Isabel’s 5 children. Vaughn worked as a laborer on a farm, and the 

family rented their home for $5 a month. 

 

En 1930, la famille de Claude vivait à Perham, dans le comté d’Aroostook (Maine). Âgé de 4 ans, 

Claude était le deuxième plus jeune des 5 enfants de Vaughn et Isabel ; ouvrier agricole, Vaughn 

louait la maison familiale pour 5 dollars par mois. 

 
“1930 United States Federal Census,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com: Accessed September 12, 2025), Entry for 

Claude W Chase, Perham, Aroostook County, Maine. 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/6224/records/4656928?tid=&pid=&queryId=da8cbbdb-cc75-490f-ada0-

5a2b68ecf5ac&_phsrc=GHn135&_phstart=successSource 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/6224/records/4656928?tid=&pid=&queryId=da8cbbdb-cc75-490f-ada0-5a2b68ecf5ac&_phsrc=GHn135&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/6224/records/4656928?tid=&pid=&queryId=da8cbbdb-cc75-490f-ada0-5a2b68ecf5ac&_phsrc=GHn135&_phstart=successSource
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1940 Federal Census 
In 1940, the Chase family welcomed their sixth child, a girl named Vivian. Claude’s family relocated 

from Perham to Madison in Somerset County, ME, during the Great Depression.  

 

Le recensement de 1940 indique que, durant la Grande Dépression, la famille Chase a quitté Perham 

pour s’installer à Madison, dans le comté de Somerset (Maine), et qu’un sixième enfant, une fille 

nommée Vivian, est venu agrandir la fratrie. 
 

“1940 United States Federal Census,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com: accessed September 12, 2025), Entry for 

Claude W Chase, Madison, Somerset County, Maine. 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2442/records/1416

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2442/records/1416017
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Enlistment Record 

Claude enlisted on December 29, 1943, shortly after his 18th birthday. The record indicated he had a 

grammar school education and had worked in farming.   

 

L’acte d’incorporation militaire de Claude, daté du 29 décembre 1943, peu après son dix-huitième 

anniversaire, montre qu’il avait suivi des études primaires et qu’il travaillait dans l’agriculture. 

 
“US, WWII Army Enlistment Records, 1938-1946,” database, Fold 3(Fold3.com: Accessed September 12, 2025), entry for 

Claude W Chase, Portland, Maine. 

 

https://www.fold3.com/record/85806664/claude-w-chase-us-wwii-army-enlistment-records-1938-1946 

 

  

https://www.fold3.com/record/85806664/claude-w-chase-us-wwii-army-enlistment-records-1938-1946
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254th Infantry Regimental Roster 
The roster, from the unit history of the 63rd Infantry Division, includes members of the 254th Infantry 

Regiment. Here we have members of E Company. Claude Chase is listed in the third column, 7th 

from the top. His rank as sergeant. 

Issue de l’Histoire de la 63e Division d’Infanterie, cette liste recense les membres du 254e Régiment, 

dont ceux de la compagnie E. Claude Chase y apparaît dans la troisième colonne, septième à partir 

du haut, avec le grade de sergent. 

“Unit History - US, 63rd Infantry Division, 1943-1945: 254th Infantry Regiment Roster,” database, Fold3 (fold3.com: 

Accessed September 18, 2025), Entry for Claude W Chase, Service Number 31400452. 

 

https://www.fold3.com/image/306360211/254th-infantry-regiment-roster-page-34-unit-history-us-63rd-infantry-division-

1943-1945  

https://www.fold3.com/image/306360211/254th-infantry-regiment-roster-page-34-unit-history-us-63rd-infantry-division-1943-1945
https://www.fold3.com/image/306360211/254th-infantry-regiment-roster-page-34-unit-history-us-63rd-infantry-division-1943-1945
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Hospital Record 

Claude’s hospital admission record from January 1945 revealed that a head wound from artillery shell 

fragments ultimately killed him after reaching a field hospital for treatment. Claude was only 19 years 

old.  
 

Le registre d’admission à l’hôpital de Claude, daté de janvier 1945, signale qu’il est mort des suites 

d’une blessure à la tête causée par des éclats d’obus. Il n’avait que 19 ans. 

 
“US, World War II Hospital Admission Card Files, 1942-1954,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com: Accessed September 

16, 2025), entry for Claude Wesley Chase, service number 31400452 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61817/records/456967?tid=&pid=&queryId=4f5ef229-ad61-4885-a7fb-

9910c40789fc&_phsrc=GHn254&_phstart=successSource  

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61817/records/456967?tid=&pid=&queryId=4f5ef229-ad61-4885-a7fb-9910c40789fc&_phsrc=GHn254&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61817/records/456967?tid=&pid=&queryId=4f5ef229-ad61-4885-a7fb-9910c40789fc&_phsrc=GHn254&_phstart=successSource
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Morning Report for February 2, 1945 
The morning report for E Company of the 254th Infantry Regiment for February 2, 1945, listed Claude 

W. Chase as Killed In Action (KIA) on January 29, 1945. 
 

Le rapport matinal du 2 février 1945 de la Compagnie E du 254e Régiment d’Infanterie signale que 

Claude W. Chase a été tué au combat le 29 janvier 1945. 
 

“Unit History - US, 63rd Infantry Division, 1943-1945: Unit Morning Reports, 254th Infantry Regiment: File 12 - E Co,” 

database, Fold3, (fold3.com: Accessed September 18, 2025), Entry for Claude Chase, service number 31400452. 

 

https://www.fold3.com/image/292281942/file-12-e-co-page-31-unit-history-us-63rd-infantry-division-1943-1945 

https://www.fold3.com/image/292281942/file-12-e-co-page-31-unit-history-us-63rd-infantry-division-1943-1945
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Unit History of the 63rd Infantry Division (1 of 2) 
Summary of the 63rd Infantry Division in Stanton’s Order of Battle. The 63rd was activated at Camp 

Blanding, FL, in June 1943. The unit arrived in France in January 1945 and entered Germany in 

March 1945. The bottom of the page gives a brief combat narrative.  

Résumé de la 63e Division d’Infanterie dans L’ordre de bataille de Stanton: La division a été activée à 

Camp Blanding (Floride) en juin 1943 ; elle est arrivée en France en janvier 1945 avant d’entrer en 

Allemagne en mars 1945. Le bas de la page présente un bref récit des combats. 

Shelby L. Stanton, Order of Battle, US Army, World War II (Novato, California: Presidio Press, 1984). 
 
https://archive.org/details/orderofbattleusa00stan/page/135/mode/1up  

https://archive.org/details/orderofbattleusa00stan/page/135/mode/1up
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Unit History of the 63rd Infantry Division (2 of 2) 
Continuation of Stanton’s combat narrative for the 63rd Infantry Division in World War II. It states that 

the unit was on “security duty” from the Rhine to Darmstadt and Wurzburg when hostilities ended on 

May 7, 1945 (officially on May 8, 1945).   

 

Suite du récit des combats rapporté par Stanton consacré à la 63e Division d’Infanterie durant la 

Seconde Guerre mondiale, informant que l’unité a mené des « missions de sécurité » du Rhin à 

Darmstadt et Wurtzbourg jusqu’à la fin des hostilités, le 7 mai 1945 (officiellement le 8 mai 1945). 

 
Shelby L. Stanton, Order of Battle, US Army, World War II (Novato, California: Presidio Press, 1984). 
 
https://archive.org/details/orderofbattleusa00stan/page/135/mode/1up 

https://archive.org/details/orderofbattleusa00stan/page/135/mode/1up
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Alphabetical Roster for the 63rd Infantry Division. 
The roster of men who served in the 63rd Infantry Division listed Claude as a sergeant in Company E 

of the 254th Infantry Regiment, who was as Killed In Action (KIA). 
 

Cette page, issue de la liste des effectifs ayant servi dans la 63e Division d'Infanterie, indique que 

Claude W. Chase était sergent dans la compagnie E du 254e Régiment d'Infanterie et qu'il a été tué 

au combat (KIA). 
 

“Alphabetical Roster of All Men Assigned to the 63rd Infantry Division During the Period 15 June through August 1945-” 

database, Fold3 (fold3.com: Accessed September 15, 2025), entry for Claude W Chase, service number 31400452. 

 

https://www.63rdinfdiv.com/files/0003-Complete_Alphabetical_Roster_of_Division_Personnel-1-signed.pdf  

https://www.63rdinfdiv.com/files/0003-Complete_Alphabetical_Roster_of_Division_Personnel-1-signed.pdf


Legacy 

For more information visit: 
 projects.cah.ucf.edu/fl-francesoldierstories/ 

https://musee.turckheim-alsace.com/en/  
 

14 

 

 

Roster of dead in the 254th Infantry Regiment. 
Claude’s name appeared in the Unit History of the 254th Infantry Regiment, which listed members of 

the 254th killed in Europe in 1945. 
 

Claude Chase apparaît dans un extrait de l'histoire du 254e Régiment d'Infanterie qui présente les 

membres du régiment tués en Europe en 1945. 
 

“254th Infantry Regimental Deaths in Europe,” database, Fold3 (fold3.com: Accessed September 17, 2025), Entry for 

Claude W Chase, Service number 31400452. 

 

https://www.fold3.com/image/306360268/254th-infantry-regimental-deaths-in-europe-page-3-unit-history-us-63rd-infantry-

division-1943-

1945?terms=254th%2C31400452%2Cinfantry%2Cregiment%2Cdivision%2Cchase%2Cclaude%2C63rd&view=info 

https://www.fold3.com/image/306360268/254th-infantry-regimental-deaths-in-europe-page-3-unit-history-us-63rd-infantry-division-1943-1945?terms=254th%2C31400452%2Cinfantry%2Cregiment%2Cdivision%2Cchase%2Cclaude%2C63rd&view=info
https://www.fold3.com/image/306360268/254th-infantry-regimental-deaths-in-europe-page-3-unit-history-us-63rd-infantry-division-1943-1945?terms=254th%2C31400452%2Cinfantry%2Cregiment%2Cdivision%2Cchase%2Cclaude%2C63rd&view=info
https://www.fold3.com/image/306360268/254th-infantry-regimental-deaths-in-europe-page-3-unit-history-us-63rd-infantry-division-1943-1945?terms=254th%2C31400452%2Cinfantry%2Cregiment%2Cdivision%2Cchase%2Cclaude%2C63rd&view=info
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World War II Honor List of the Dead and Missing 
Claude is listed on the honor list of the dead and missing under Cumberland County, ME, as KIA.   

 

La liste d'honneur des morts et disparus de l'Armée et des forces aériennes américaines mentionne 

Claude W. Chase, du comté de Cumberland, dans le Maine, comme mort au combat.  

 
“World War II Honor List of Dead and Missing Army and Army Air Forces,” database, Fold3 (fold3.com: Accessed October 

12, 2025), Entry for Claude W Chase, Service number 31400452. 

 

https://www.fold3.com/image/310763465/maine-page-7-us-wwii-army-and-army-air-force-casualty-list-1946   

https://www.fold3.com/image/310763465/maine-page-7-us-wwii-army-and-army-air-force-casualty-list-1946
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US Rosters of World War II Dead 
The National Archives Roster of the Dead displays Claude Chase’s name, service number, and 

highest rank, SGT.   

 

Le registre des morts des Archives nationales cite le nom de Claude Chase, son numéro de matricule 

et son grade le plus élevé (Sergent - SGT).   

 
“US, Rosters of World War II Dead,” database, Fold3 (fold3.com: Accessed October 12, 2025), Entry for Claude W 

Chase, Service number 31400452. 

 

https://www.fold3.com/sub-image/641572574/chase-claude-w-us-rosters-of-world-war-ii-dead-1939-1945 

 

https://www.fold3.com/sub-image/641572574/chase-claude-w-us-rosters-of-world-war-ii-dead-1939-1945
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Norridgewock Boy Reported Killed In 

Action 
 

NORRIDGEWOCK, Feb. 20–Mr. And Mrs. Vaughn 

Chase of Norridgewock, formerly of Perham, Me., have 

received word that their son, Sgt. Claude Chase, 19, was killed 

in action on January 29, 1945, while serving with the infantry 

in France.  

  

Sgt. Chase entered the Army in January 1944 and 

received his training at Camp Van Dorn, Mississippi. He 

arrived overseas in December, 1944.  

 

 

Transcription of news from The Bangor Daily News 
A newspaper article from Bangor’s The Bangor Daily News indicated that the Army informed the 

Chase family of their son’s death in February 1945. 

 

Cet extrait d’un article publié dans un journal régional de Bangor (Maine) révèle que l'armée a 

informé la famille Chase du décès de son fils en février 1945. 

 

 
“Noridgewock Boy Reported Killed in Action,” The Bangor Daily News (Bangor, Maine), February 21, 1945, 

Newspapers.com. 

 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/663330479/?match=1&terms=Claude%20Chase 

 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/663330479/?match=1&terms=Claude%20Chase
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Cenotaph 

Claude’s memorial stone, or cenotaph, in Fairview Cemetery, Perham in Aroostook County, ME. It 

displays his name and that he was “killed in France” on January 29, 1945. 

La pierre commémorative, ou cénotaphe, de Claude W. Chase, au cimetière Fairview, à Perham, 

dans le comté d'Aroostook (Maine), indique son nom et qu'il a été « tué en France » le 29 janvier 

1945. 

“Find a Grave”, database, (findagrave.com: accessed November 11, 2025), memorial page for Claude W. Chase, 

Fairview Cemetery, Perham, Aroostook County, Maine. 

 

https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/152836712/claude_wesley-chase 

 

 

https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/152836712/claude_wesley-chase
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1950 Federal Census 
In 1950, Chase’s family, Vaughn, Isabelle, and Vivian, lived in Somerset County, ME. Claude’s other 

siblings are not listed, likely because they had moved out to start their own families. 

 

En 1950, Vaughn, Isabelle et Vivian Chase vivaient encore ensemble, tandis que les autres membres 

de la fratrie avaient probablement quitté le foyer familial pour fonder leur propre famille. 
 

“1950 United States Federal Census,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com: Accessed October 12, 2025), Entry for Vaughn 

W Chase, Norridgewock, Somerset, Maine. 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/62308/records/16928142  

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/62308/records/16928142
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Headstone 
Claude’s father, Vaughn, died in 1965. His headstone is located in the same cemetery as Claude’s 

memorial stone, Fairview Cemetery in Perham, Aroostook County, ME. 
 

La pierre tombale de Vaughn Chase, père de Claude, décédé en 1965, située dans le même 

cimetière que la pierre commémorative de Claude, au cimetière Fairview de Perham, dans le comté 

d’Aroostook (Maine). 
 

“Find a Grave”, database, (findagrave.com: accessed November 11, 2025), memorial page for Vaughn W. Chase, 

Fairview Cemetery, Perham, Aroostook County, Maine. 

 

https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/138273546/vaughn_wesley-chase 

 

 

https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/138273546/vaughn_wesley-chase
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Headstone 
Claude’s mother, Isabelle, died in 1993 and is also buried in Fairview Cemetery in Perham, Aroostook 

County, ME. 

 

La pierre tombale d’Isabelle Holt Chase, la mère de Claude, décédée en 1993. Elle se trouve 

également au cimetière Fairview de Perham, dans le comté d’Aroostook (Maine). 

 
“Find a Grave”, database, (findagrave.com: accessed November 11, 2025), memorial page for Isabel H. Chase, Fairview 

Cemetery, Perham, Aroostook County, Maine. 

 

https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/138273564/isabel_pansy-chase 

 

 

https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/138273564/isabel_pansy-chase
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Memorial for US Dead in Jebsheim, France 

The memorial honoring the US soldiers who died in the fighting to liberate Jebsheim lists the 

regiments involved, including the 254th Infantry Regiment, to which Claude belonged. 

 

Le mémorial rendant hommage aux soldats américains morts au combat lors de la libération de 

Jebsheim répertorie les régiments impliqués, dont le 254e régiment d'infanterie, auquel appartenait 

Claude. 
 

Florida France Soldier Stories collection, credit to Dr. Amelia Lyons.  
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Memorial for US Dead in Jebsheim, France 
The memorial in Jebsheim, France, commemorates the members of the 254th Infantry Regiment, 

including Claude, who died while taking the town. 

 

Le mémorial de Jebsheim, en France, rend hommage aux membres du 254e régiment d'infanterie, 

dont le sergent Claude Chase, qui ont perdu la vie lors de la libération du village en janvier 1945. 

 
Florida France Soldier Stories collection, credit to Dr. Amelia Lyons & Marie Oury. 


